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Mission of the Squire Law Library
The mission of the Squire Law Library is fourfold. The library aims: 

· to support the teaching and research aims of the Cambridge Faculty of Law and to help sustain the Faculty’s national and international reputation as a centre of excellence in legal studies.  

· to contribute to the mission of Cambridge University Library (CUL) as one of its four dependent libraries. 

· to contribute to the building of the CUL’s world-class research collection by maintaining a top quality academic law library that incorporates national, international and historical legal material.

· to act as an element in the legal deposit system where relevant law-related material is housed at the Squire.

The Squire’s mission statement and strategy plan is not only in keeping with CUL’s strategy but is also linked to the Faculty of Law’s own long term aims and objectves. 

Strategic Aims 

To continue building a world class law library by focusing on the following categories: 

1 Printed Collection Development:
It is the aim of the Squire to implement the Collection Development Policy: 

http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collectiondevelopmentpolicy.htm#squire 

1.1 By maintaining a full teaching and research law collection for the UK

 and Ireland, enhanced by the inclusion of legal deposit material.  

1.2 To maintain and improve the collections covering other essential common law countries (in particular for the U.S.A., Canada, Australia and South Africa) and the european civil law jurisdictions by utilising existing funds to maximum effect and by seeking additional funding to support purchases in this area. 

1.3. To continue improving the EU Law section and the Public International 

collections.

1.4.To continue maintaining and improving the holdings for specific subject 

areas where the Faculty have a strong tradition: eg. Legal History, Roman Law and Jurisprudence.

1.5.To continue to provide multiple copies of key texts to support

undergraduate learning by ensuring that sufficient funding is allocated in order to achieve this target.  To improve the LL.M collection which underpins the Faculty’s LL.M post-graduate programme.  The Library aims to balance these areas of provision with the continuing need to build a world class collection for research purposes.

1.6.To continue to liaise with law teaching members regarding book 

selection in order to rationalise expenditure and ensure that the collections reflect as accurately as possible the teaching and research needs of the Faculty. Where multiple copies of serial titles exist or where sufficient electronic access is available, consideration may be given to subscription cuts.

1.7.To contribute to the University-wide journals co-ordination scheme in 

order that the University secures the widest possible journal coverage for law, in the most cost-effective way, whether in printed form, electronic format or both.

2 Electronic Collection Development

The Squire aims to:

2.1
Continue an ongoing assessment of available commercial electronic databases.

2.2
Continue providing access to relevant legal databases and, where funding allows, to improve the library’s portfolio of electronic services.

2.3
To secure funds to improve the range of e-journals available to users of the Squire by subscribing to additional services. 

2.4
To consolidate the list of e-journals (working within the Journals Co-ordination Scheme) and to amalgamate it with the list of printed serials on the UL’s and Squire’s web page in order to improve accessibility.

2.5
To continue developing the resources and information available through the Squire’s web pages.

3 Digitisation Projects

The Library aims to:

3.1
Consider digitisation of relevant legal texts for inclusion on the web pages and to seek appropriate funding in order to scan, index and provide the relevant metadata for the items selected.

3.2 Identify and contribute any relevant legal research material for inclusion in the 

 University Library’s DSpace Project.

4 User Education and Reference Service

4.1
To provide a full reference service that is informative, friendly and responsive from the library enquiry desk.  To ensure that readers are provided with ad hoc tuition as required and to offer group induction tours of the library as required. 

4.2 To continue teaching accredited legal research classes within the Faculty of Law (Freshfields Legal Research Skills Course). The Law Faculty certifies to the Law Society that undergraduate students have successfully completed this programme.

4.3 To continue teaching legal research courses in European Union, Foreign and International Law to PhD and LLM students.  To continue to offer user education to affiliated MPhils (e.g. from International Relations, Land Economy and Criminology).

4.4 To continue preparing bibliographic instruction materials and research guides which are accessible from the Library website.

5 Staffing - book and serials acquisition / processing / cataloguing
5.1
To optimise the limited staff resources in the most appropriate way in order to ensure the smooth and efficient acquisition and processing of all book and serial stock.

6 Space/Storage/Shelving

6.1
To manage collections in order to provide space for growth during the next five years by weeding, storing or, where appropriate, disposing of material from the open shelves.

6.2 To identify places in the building where extra shelving could be placed and to seek funding to purchase this additional shelving.

6.3 To investigate the potential purchase and use of sliding shelving modules for areas of the collection that are less heavily used.

6.4 To consider long-term options for storage once the eight lower ground/basement storerooms are full.

7 Finance &fundraising 

7.1
To continue to manage the Squire’s financial resources to maximum cost effectiveness. 

7.2 To continue working with the Cambridge University Development Office (CUDO), the Faculty of Law and the University Library in order to seek funding from external sources. 

7.3 To ensure, where continuing fund-raising for the Squire is required over the longer-term, that the Squire Appeal links in with the University’s 800th Anniversary campaign, together with any other targets of the Faculty and CUL.

7.4 To seek funding, outside of the Appeal, for ad hoc projects from relevant sources as appropriate. 

7.5 To investigate additional forms of income generation.

8 Staffing

8.1
To ensure that the library has the most appropriate staff complement in order to achieve the highest quality of service with the limited resources available.
9 Library Co-operation
10.1 To continue coordinating with other Cambridge libraries where subject 

matter overlaps with law, including Criminology, Economics, History   and Management Studies.

10.2 To initiate further collaboration with other relevant libraries, library

associations and co-operative groups beyond Cambridge in order to explore collaborative projects especially where collection development is concerned.  
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