DIGITAL PROJECTS – LIST 33  (BRICMICS, 7 November 2018)

At the Spring 2002 BRICMICS meeting it was suggested that BRICMICS should maintain a list of British and Irish digital projects to include announcements of upcoming projects, details of those in progress or completed, and information about new maps on the Internet.  

The intention of the list is to alert colleagues to projects which might be of interest. It is also hoped that it will help to prevent duplication of effort.  It is not meant, however, to replicate information already available on the History of Cartography website at: http://www.maphistory.info/projects.html and http://www.maphistory.info/webimages.html
All lists compiled so far are available at: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/maps/digital-maps/digital-projects-list
BRITISH LIBRARY







(Tom Harper & Gethin Rees)

· Digitisation of the Library’s Japanese-produced maps, in partnership with Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, continues, with a projected completion date of February 2019. Digitised georeferenced maps will be available on the Ritsumeikan Map Warper tool.
· Digitisation of the Topographical Collection of George III (40,000 maps and views) is scheduled for completion by the end of 2018. 
· The University of London's Institute of Historical Research Layers of London project launched in September 2018. The British Library is a partner and the project uses digitised historic maps of London from the Library’s collection by John Rocque (1746) and William Morgan (1682) https://www.layersoflondon.org
· Virtual Mappa
Virtual Mappa allows medieval maps of the world and related geographic texts to be collected, annotated and networked. In its first phase which has now been released eleven early English maps of the world, including the Anglo-Saxon Cotton Map and the Hereford Map have been collected and annotated. The project has been a collaboration between the British Library, University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Schoenberg Institute for Manuscript Studies and is available at http://sims.digitalmappa.org/workspace/#965fe731 . Thanks to Cat Crossley who has written this excellent blog post that explains the project in more detail https://blogs.bl.uk/magnificentmaps/2018/06/virtual-mappa-project.html
· Survey of India map digitisation

We are digitising approximately one hundred Survey of India maps mainly from within the modern states of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab. The maps are being digitised for the University of Cambridge Two Rains project who will use them for locating archaeological sites https://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/two-rains/ Only maps that are not held within the Cambridge University Library are being digitised: the project has already obtained several hundred from the CUL.
· Georeferencer

Work continues on the maps extracted from books that are held on Flickr. James Heald, a Wikimedia Commons volunteer, has been working on a page that documents the remaining work in terms of theme and geography.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:British_Library/Mechanical_Curator_collection/georeferencing_status
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
(Anne Taylor)
The Friends of Cambridge University Library have awarded the Map Department a grant to digitise some of our 2,000 or so manuscript maps. We may not be able to digitise them all but, basically, we keep going until the money runs out! The images will go on Cambridge Digital Library (CUDL) https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/maps/1 though at present I do not know when the first tranche will be made public. For most of the maps we are also having to create online catalogue records from which the metadata can be derived.  Many of the maps are of parts of Cambridge and East Anglia but there are also, for example, 11 maps of parts of Australia that were transferred to the Map Department from the Royal Commonwealth Society and which date mostly from the first half of the 19th century.  
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY
(Donna Sherman)
Victorian sanitary survey maps for central Manchester by Richard Bastow

These maps date from the early 1890s and show the state of housing in Manchester during this period. A number of accompanying Health of Manchester reports will also be digitised as part of the project.
https://luna.manchester.ac.uk/luna/servlet/view/search;JSESSIONID=78d97eed-a51e-4e4e-8c37-e8e242018700?q=creator=%22Bastow%2C%20Richard%20Austin%2C%201839-1920%22 
North West Digital Mapping project

I have attended a meeting about a North West Digital Mapping project which is currently in development. The resource would provide online access to historical maps, photographs, plans and other images via a GIS platform. Funding is being sought from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the project will be based upon similar models such as Know Your Place and Layers of London.

University of Manchester Online Map Collection

We continue to add maps of Manchester and Lancashire to the University of Manchester online map collection on an ad hoc basis:

http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/search-resources/special-collections/guide-to-special-collections/map-collection/online-map-collection/
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
(Chris Fleet)
Recent website additions:

· OS 1:2,500 National Grid maps of Scotland, 1940s-1960s

In June we added a further 5,921 Ordnance Survey 1:2,500 scale maps online, covering large areas of the Central Belt, the Borders and parts of north-east Scotland. The new maps complement the more detailed 1:1,250 scale maps of larger urban areas, scanned last year.

· OS National Grid maps of Scotland: https://maps.nls.uk/os/national-grid/index.html
· Georeferenced layer: https://maps.nls.uk/openlayers/?m=1&id=170
· OS 1:10,560 National Grid maps of Scotland, 1950s-1960s

In October we added 2,800 new online maps which cover extensive parts of Scotland in the post-War period. This online addition includes all our out-of-copyright maps at this scale, published over 50 years ago. By this time the series covered most of Scotland, apart from the central and western Highlands, as well as the Northern and Western Isles.

· OS National Grid maps of Scotland: https://maps.nls.uk/os/national-grid/index.html
· Graphic index: https://maps.nls.uk/openlayers/?id=61
· Frederick Douglass in Edinburgh and Scotland - map viewers

These interactive map viewers support the Strike For Freedom treasures display which opened in October in the main National Library of Scotland building in George IV Bridge. Douglass first visited Edinburgh in 1846 and these maps show the places where he lived, held meetings and gave speeches during his anti-slavery campaign in Edinburgh and Scotland, as well as the sites where other Black abolitionists gave speeches in Edinburgh. 

· https://geo.nls.uk/maps/douglass/index.html
· ANZMapS Putting Historical Maps Online viewers

These viewers were put together for a half-day workshop as part of the GeoCart'2018 conference in Wellington, New Zealand, 5-7 September 2018. The workshop focused on using open-source tools, particularly OpenLayers and GeoServer, to build a set of basic map viewers. The viewers included those focusing on search and retrieval of maps (using clickable indexes, bounding boxes, and marker pins), and those focused on displaying georeferenced maps (with transparency sliders, split-screen viewers, spy viewers, and 3D viewers).

· https://geo.nls.uk/maps/geocart2018/
Planned scanning projects / website additions

· OS 1:10,560 National Grid mapping for England and Wales, 1940s-1960s

· OS 1:25,000 GSGS 3906, Scotland, 1940s

· Lovat Highland Estates mapping, 18th-19th centuries

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
(Huw Thomas)
· Work is beginning to digitise more 18th century maps of Wales, including Bowen’s map of South Wales and Evans’s map of North Wales.

· We are currently digitising our collection of Humphrey Llwyd maps as part of the Inventor of Britain project.

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF NORTHERN IRELAND
(Glynn Kelso)
PRONI Suffrage Map

https://dfcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=58d83b0ec9ce4c60be299bfa12780c77
· Launched on 2 July 2018, this application was developed by PRONI as part of a wider project led by the UK Government Equalities Office (GEO) to mark the centenary of the Representation of the People Act 1918.

· Its development has been made possible by the Northern Ireland Mapping Agreement (NIMA) which provides access to contemporary mapping and spatial data and offers GIS technical support to NI’s government departments, in partnership with Land & Property Services (LPS) (the government agency responsible for Ordnance Survey Northern Ireland (OSNI)).

· The application includes 28 sites associated with the suffragette movement in the six counties which make up present-day Northern Ireland.  Each site has been identified using archival sources, then geo-referenced to locations on contemporary OS sheets.
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