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Not long after I entered the third grade, I returned from school to find a new object
sitting in the corner of my room: my brother’s 1970s-era globe. He had departed for college a
few days earlier and had left it as a parting gift. As I poured over the globe, my eyes were
drawn to a country that seemed to encircle the earth: “The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.” I was astonished that the country stretched from Eastern Europe to the Pacific
Ocean, from islands far north of the Arctic Circle to mountains approaching the Himalayas. I
would pick the most remote looking place within those boundaries and wonder, “what secrets
do these lands contain?”
From then on, my imagination wandered past the borders of the former USSR and
across broad ranges of times, but I never stopped staring in wonder at remote spots on the
map of Asia. I was fascinated by both the cities with exotic names and the spaces with no
names at all, the rivers traced by explorers hundreds of years ago, and the peaks which had
been conquered in the past century. My book collection is an attempt to understand the
mystery of those lands. Encompassing works from the first half of the 19th century until the
year 2010, and dealing with people from St. Petersburg to Tokyo and events from Nepal to
Mongolia, it is unified by an interest in the mystique of lands, people, and stories from across
Asia. I am interested in the explorers who traversed the lands, in the meeting of peoples from
disparate locations and cultures, and in how the effects of these interactions resonated across
the world.
My collection grows as I continue to discover gripping stories of brave mountaineers
and dogged explorers, but I also am eager to expand its breadth. Most works in my collection
were penned by European and American men, so I would like to include more Asian, as well
as female, authors. Ekai Kawaguchi was a Japanese Zen monk and the first Japanese person
to enter Nepal and Tibet, which were strictly closed to foreigners at the time. Fanny Bullock
Workman gained renown in the early 20th century for climbing and surveying in the
Karakorum and Himalayas. Acquiring these explorers’ works would add important
perspectives to my collection and more fully tell the story of these fascinating lands.
From the forbidding Siberian tundra to the ancient cultures of Central Asia and
Japan, the vast expanses of Asia have served as the backdrop to some of most important
stories in human history. I started collecting because I was curious about what had happened
in these remote lands. But I became a collector when I found that my books did much more.
They inspire me with stories of boundless ambition and courage, with knowledge of worlds
far removed in time, place, and culture from my own, and with reassurance that life is full of
possibilities for those who search for them.
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went on to shape not only Japan, but the world, because of these experiences.
White, W.L. Report on the Russians. New York: The World Publishing Company, 1946.
Print.
This book is unique among the many accounts of travel to Russia that are in my
collection. The trip was made by an American journalist in 1944, when America and the
Soviet Union were war-time allies, but it was published in 1946, when tensions between the
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This book contains both remarkable descriptions of Kashmir in the early 20th century
and beautifully painted scenes of the same. Younghusband and Molyneux together impress
upon the reader the great natural beauty of Kashmir. Their admiration helps the reader to
understand why Kashmir was such a favorite resting place for the British in India. I am also
glad to have the book in my collection because Younghusband is a very notable Asian
explorer who participated in “The Great Game.” Due to fears over expanding Russian
influence in the Himalayas, Younghusband was sent into Tibet and was involved in a tragic
massacre of Tibetans. I received this third edition as a gift from my father after returning
from Nepal.

