
Summary of Fire Emergency Procedure
In the event of a fire, there will be a loud continuous alarm and you should leave the building immediately via the nearest fire exit.

If you have difficulty in using the stairs it would be advisable to restrict your use of the library to the First Floor, after 5pm Monday to Friday and all day on Saturdays.  Our reading room staff will (whenever possible) fetch items from other floors for you during our non-core hours.

Disabled readers who may need assistance with evacuation (including those with hearing impairment or visual impairment) are advised to consider contacting the Entrance Hall staff (or email: admissions@lib.cam.ac.uk) to develop a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP), as recommended by the University.  Advice and support for writing the PEEP is available from the University Fire Safety Unit, and the University Safety Office.  For example, the EMBS - Fire Safety Unit have web-pages describing a PEEP:

http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/em/maintenance/fire/publications/fire_safety_evacuation_plans.pdf
Deaf people and those with hearing impairments working alone may need an alternative method of being alerted to an emergency.  The UL has a vibrating pager system and one can be borrowed from the Entrance Hall desk. 

Blind and Partially Sighted persons (Staff, Visitors, and Students) 
On their first visit to UL, readers with visual impairments should consider bringing their designated helper to assist with orientation within the building and the development of their PEEP..  Again, we advise readers to contact the Entrance Hall and make arrangements before their first visit.
UL Fire Emergency Procedures
The UL has a modern fire alarm system which means that the building can be evacuated in an emergency, in a safe and managed way, without putting anyone in danger.  Our fire alarm systems, have automatic fire detectors, and have fire panels that provide detailed information about where the source of the alarm is located.  Should a fire start, it will be detected at a very early stage thereby allowing an evacuation plan to be implemented before the fire develops.  Information from the fire panel will indicate where the fire is, allowing judgements to be made about where it might not be safe to go when implementing the evacuation plan.  In addition, the building has been modified to have structural fire separation which means an outbreak of fire should be contained within its fire compartment for at least 30 minutes.

This means that during UL core hours, we can have a two-stage alarm.  On the first sounding of the alarm, staff investigate the cause of the alarm signal and prepare to evacuate the library.  If the source of the alarm can be rectified, the alarm status is cancelled and readers are invited to resume their business.  If staff cannot identify the cause, or if they confirm that there is a problem, the alarm goes into the second sounding which is for full evacuation of the library.
Even during core-hours the alarm may sound for full evacuation at the first call.  This could be because a person activates the alarm, using the break-glass alarm points, having discovered a fire.
Our core hours are 
Monday to Friday 

09:00 to 17:00
Out of core-hours are 
Monday to Friday

17:00 to 19:15 

Saturday


all day.
During Easter Full Term
Out of core-hours are 
Monday to Friday

17:00 to 22:00

Saturday


all day.
During out-of-core-hours we have a single stage alarm.  Any alarm during these hours will be for a full evacuation of the library.
Evacuating the library
Readers have the responsibility of leaving the library when the alarm sounds for evacuation.  Readers who refuse to leave may be subject to disciplinary measures.  That is a reflection of how seriously the Fire & Rescue Services wish us to take these matters.
During our core-hours 

During our core-hours, on the signal to evacuate, Fire Wardens will check and clear the floors of the Open Library, and assist readers to leave.  Similarly, the staff of reading rooms will assist their readers to leave.

During non-core hours

During non-core hours we do not have enough staff to check the Open Library, and our reading rooms have minimal staffing and may not be able to provide all the assistance that might be required.
The Fire & Rescue Services are aware of these staffing levels, and during an alarm, once they have established the location of the source of the alarm, they would check endangered areas for any readers who might need assistance to leave the building.

However, to avoid unnecessarily putting lives at risk, we urge disabled readers, who need assistance with evacuation, to limit their use of the library to the First Floor during our non-core hours.
The UL does not have any suitable Fire Refuges
The UL does not have any “fire-fighting lifts” or “evacuation lifts”.  
So the standard advice - not to use lifts in the event of fire - applies to all of them. 

Tony Harper, Reader Services
September 2010

