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Papyrus no: Al (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 4 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1
line, parallel to the fibres. Text is missing at the bottom and on the left side of the recto.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. DalldJll approximates to
a straight line.

Content
Letter. Beginning of opening blessing is missing, ends
states that he has sent the grapes

(~I)

and the hat

VERSO
Address of the letter on the recto: To 'Abrr Sayyid.

tJ~ .ul.......>-I) ....

(o~1)

The writer

to the addressee.

Papyrus no: A3 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 22 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,
16 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, fJa' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dalldal approximates to a straight line.

Content
Letter. Addressed by writer to his mother. Text opens after basmala on the same
line: ~ J yts- d i..4.< (5'1,: ..ill tJi..4.<1. The writer complains that he has not received a
letter from the addressee. He then reports on various commercial transactions and
mentions 'orchards' (i J~)

VERSO
Address of letter on the recto: -.:;..ul J JI

i5""'.Y

er. ~ if'

*Papyrus no: A4 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.

Physical description: 35 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
1 line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has teeth.
Content
Petition. Text opens after basmala: tll.A.; Jl1l) ~I ~. The writer refers to a case
concerning the manufacture of chains for lamps (-.k.:>L:...al j...')L), which he has put
before the 'amlr. He request the writer, in a separate paragraph, to remove the
obstacles from their being manufactured: 01 W Y' ~ ~.r--II tlf i f~1 ~ ~I tll.A.;1 ~I)
~I L::.. Closes with the blessing formula with which it opened.

VERSO
Content
Address of recto: vYJ11..5'1,y

~ 1..5'~'s

*Papyrus no: A5 (Box 4)
Date: 2nd century A.H./8th century AD.
Physical description: 26.5 cm. x 18 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 19 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
1 lines, parallel to the fibres. Text is missing on the left side.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. Initial kat is hairpin shaped. The
stroke of dal sometimes bends back at the top.

Content
Letter. Early epistolary format. Address comes immediately after the basmala:
~ ~'j, The writer states that he has received the letter of the addressee, that he
is pleased that he is in good health, and that he has understood what he says in

the letters. Closes with the phrase: ~I
two days remaining of Dhu al-Hijjah'.

(.$';

,y ~ Cr-'" y.) ~ J

VERSO
Address of letter on recto, partly obliterated.

'It was written with

Papyrus no: A 5 (pink) (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.

Physical description: 35.5 cm. x 16.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 28 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' aUt extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Right and bottom are missing. Extant opening formula includes:
~I NL..>-1.

d

~ljJ

The writer states that he requires the presence of certain people (J,jJ

J-'>I ..J~ JI ~I). Closing formula is missing.

VERSO
Script
Small hand. Final 'aUt extends below the connecting stroke. llm, f;a' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. SIn/sIn is written without teeth.

Content
Beginning of a letter. Text opens after basmala with the blessing: ..iI1~.
Mentions the maidservant of somebody:
not been granted the power'.

~..Jb:-..:...k..L..

L. J 'and her maidservant has

Papyrus no: A 8 (pink) (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 30 cm. x 19 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
10 lines, at right angles to the fibres and at right angles to the text on the recto. The papyrus
piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the remainder of the text from
the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alii extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ~~) ~I/) ~f rl.)l) &i;..ill Jlbl) ~I...I.! ~
~ y'. o...,:>-)fl) Y..lll
(I

»)

"j cl::J1 .uL.>-I"j

JI..>-"j LI) ~1.

.)Ij)~. The

main body of the letter begins: ($iw-

The writer asks the addressee to find out some information

concerning somebody who is not replying to his letters. The request formula is: 0[;
~[; ijl.Y..::..,..;s. Closes with the coveyance of greetings to various people and finally
with the blessings that it opened with. The address of the letter is written above

the basmala, upside down relative to the text of the letter:

~:.r. ~ i f ...

JP ($i)f

..ill.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alii extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/aal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn usually has teeth.

Content
Letter. Opens, after the basmala,: ~I..i:..ill Jlbl) ~I...I.!~. The main body of the
letter opens:

io)l.., <y ..ill ~ /1 cl::J1 ($iw-.

Mentions profit (~)I) and tithes CL.z..:.I), also

commerical/administrative dealings (a.L...Jl). Closes with the conveyance of
greetings to various people.

Papyrus no: A 9 (pink) (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 18 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 14 lines + 1 line in left margin and 1 line in right margin, at right
angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final 'alii extends below the connecting stroke. IIm, hil' and kil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. The beginning is missing. Concerns commercial matters. Mentions an
account

("-i~).

Closes with the conveyance of greetings and, at the end, with the

blessing ..ill ~.

Papyrus

no: A16 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 27 cm. x 23 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 18 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dalidal approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a stroke.

Content
Letter. Beginning is missing. Concerns commercial matters. The writer says that
he urgently needs 3 dInars, which he is asked to send with Muqbil his servant (
~JL:.:- ~

c:: JI ~ ~). The writer requests a reply by the formula: ..11 ~fl ~IJ

~I r-- ~ J ..illl>- J ~~ JI ~t:S:J1 -.). Closes with a blessing beginning ~I.i; ..11 JL11

and finaTly with the tasliya.

VERSO
Traces of the addresss of the letter on the recto.

*Papyrus no: A21 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 27 cm. x 31 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Text missing at the top.

Text:
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. Final ya' extends backwards in
straight line.

Content
Petition. Opening of text is missing. The various sections of the document
(narratio, petitio, blessings) are separated by spaces. The addressee is requested to
give support to his family, who are impoverished. Request formula opens:
[

] JI

~IJ JU

",:".p JI ~ f .J.I rl.;ll 'If you, may God cause your strength to endure, resolve

to approach [
lJamdala.

]. Closes with a blessing (... ~L4..;.J.1 Jl1I), the tasliya and the

Papyrus no: A22 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 16 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
1 line, parallel to the fibres. Text missing at the top.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, lJil' and kil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line.
Sporadic consonantal diacritics.

Content
Letter. Opening is missing. The writer requests the addressee
commodities. closes with the conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
Faint traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

to

purchase certain

*Papyrus no: A23 (Box 6)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 23.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
3 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alif generally extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and lia' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. SIn/sIn normally has no teeth and is normally surmounted by a bar.

Content
Letter. In the top left corner there is the tar jama: ~)'I 0"i~' Text opens, after
basmala: ... do/I) !Jli;I)..il1 ~. Written on Saturday, 8th of Ramac,lan (~I -.s<l:.)
0L,a... j

k i f 0»- ~ -.::....,..JI i y.:J ..ill do/I). Refers to the dispatch of messengers to

Him~.

VERSO
Address of letter on recto.

*Papyrus no: A24 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 21 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,
17 lines + 2 lines in top margin, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 16
lines, parallel to the fibres, an upside down relative to the text on the recto.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dall(jal approximates to a straight line. Sin
normally has teeth. $adhjad are horizontally compressed.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: !.llA.;1 J jl ...lli.....5'1 The writer, who is a resident of
Fusta1, acknowledges receipt of a letter from the addressee. He is happy that a
certain woman (addressee's wife?) is now in good health after an illness. Refers to
the sale of a grove of palm-trees.

VERSO
Continuation of letter on recto and address.

Papyrus no: A26 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 21.5 cm. x 19 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Ink faint due to rubbing.

Text:
Script
Final' alii extends below the connecting stroke. llm, 1;11: and kiI' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. Sln
normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala:

t,ll..l,j~.

Concerns a slave girl

(~)G:JI).

*Papyrus no: A27 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 32.5 cm. x 23 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1
lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif in most cases does not extend below the connecting stroke. Medial Sad
is sometimes horizontally compressed. Dal/dal often approximates to a straight
line. SIn has no teeth and is surmounted by a stroke.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: tllA.; lill Jl11. The writer apologizes for being
detained from coming to the addressee. He states that he was on his way to see
him, when certain friends came to visit him. These friends have been staying with
him since W ednesday (L...:J}/I i J:. b
formula as it opens with.

VERSO
Address of letter on recto.

(.$..l..:;:-

JJjJ lill

tl jPl lill J

r'" J)' Closes with same

*Papyrus no: A28 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.

Physical description: 27.5 cm. x 24.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 15 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 2 + 7 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: !.Ill: ~I Jl1l J !.II~...:.J.....:-. Concerns family matters.
Mentions the mother of the addressee and closes with extensive greetings from
various people.

VERSO
Address of letter on recto: To 'Abu Bakr Hasan ibn Ja'far .. from Qasim ibn Sa'Id
in Fustat. Together with 7 line of faint pen exercises.

Papyrus no: A29 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 18 cm. x 31.5 cm. Writing on one side only. Written in black ink, 5
lines, at right angles to the fibres. Large spaces between lines (4cm). Text missing at the top
and bottom.
Text:
Script
Final 'a lit does not extend below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to
a straight line. Final ya' extends backwards in a horizontal line.

Content
Letter. Opening is missing. Official correspondence containing instructions to
somebody subordinate to the writer. Writer refers to the arrival of certain
benefactors (?) (~I) at the place of the recipient of the letter.

Papyrus no: A30 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 8.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 6 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1
line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, hit and /ia' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/SIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: do yS"I J ~ J..ill !.l~1. The writer states that he
has received a letter from the addressee. He mentions monetary transactions
involving qIrilts and daniqs.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A31 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 21 cm. x 7 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink, 22
lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, Ml' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dalldal approximates to a straight line.
normally has teeth.

SIn/sIn

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: WLp d.: c:--1J t,JL;ls- J ~I~. Concerns
transactions in various commodities, including wheat (~). The addressee is
requested to make purchases with the request formula: ~ ...... (.$rJl ":...l) 0~.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

*Papyrus no: A43 (Box 4)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 25 cm. x 23 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Text missing on the left side. Written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. DalldJl1 sometimes approximates
to a straight line. Sporadic diacritical dots.

Content
Petition to an 'amIr concerning a debt. Text opens after basmala: ff~1 ~..ill Jl1l
Of il~l>

The petitioner is a man called al-I:Iasan ibn Turaybi al-Bustabani.
Mentions the payment of rent over a period of two years at 80 dInars a year. The

request formula is: [.,t..:.. Jy>:-L. -.ill'> -.; -..;1.; i.,.Syl -.; (~.)I ff)~1 IJ.)I.; 'If the 'amIr
resolves to look into my affair, he will be rewarded for this'. Closes with the same
blessing formula as occurs at the beginning. Pulbished: G. Khan, BSOAS ...

Papyrus no: A47 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 19 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final'aUt extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, ba' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: tllA.;I J tlul.P J..ill~. Concerns various
monetary transactions. Mentions dInars and qIrats. The close of the text is
misssing.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A50 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 30 cm. x 24.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 18 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Text missing at the top and
bottom.

Text:
Script
Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line.

Content
Letter. Opening missing. Concerns commerce. Refers to the transfer of various
sums of money.

*Papyrus no: A55 (Glass)
Date: 2nd century AH./8th century AD.
Physical description: 17 cm. x 16.5 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,
10 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Fine pen. Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. Initial kat is
horizontally extended. Final ya' is often horizontally extended.

Content
Letter. Exhibits the opening formulae characterisitic of the early papyrus period.
Opens with the address:

.)I~

JY' cl-.,y ~ j

1$':1, which is followed by the early

blessing formula: .y" ':11 ..JI ':1 (.$-UI .tJ1 ~I J......>.I ~u. The content of the letters is
largely formulaic. Closes with the conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A56 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 26 cm. x 25 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, f;,a' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. The tail of final ya' extends to the right.

Content
Letter. Text opens on line after basmala with the address

~Y'"' r.? '1,

followed on

the next line with the formula !.l~IJ..3.I1 LJU\s.. Concerns the affair of a certain
woman. The writer states that he has order 'her messenger' (41.7"") to do
something.

VERSO
Faint traces of two lines, of a text of uncertain content.

*?Papyrus no: A64 (Box 6)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alit generally does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka'
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. Sin/sin normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, on the same line as the basmala: .uL..>-1 ~ ~IjJ ~ J lul .:J1.i:1
~ yi

411. Addressed to a mother, requesting her to write. Closes with the

conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
Address of letter on recto:

J,lk......iJ~ ....

.)1 ..

~ 0-! ~ if.

Papyrus no: A66
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 26 cm. x 12 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 14 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Text is missing at the
bottom.
Text:
Script
Final' alif extends below the connecting stroke. SIn normally has teeth.
Content
Petition. Text opens after basmala: tJ~ Jl..1I J tJl-I,j oJP--- J Y Y if.ill~. The
writer states that he has sent a certain group of people a letter and that he has
sent the addressee a copy of this letter yesterday (~J~I ~ tJ y-I ~I ~ J). The
writer request the addressee to allow this group of people to 'go out':
.ill L;. 01 lA,;.y...::.J.,.;

Jl..11 ~I) 0[.;

~J~l.: ~ 0;1.: 01 tJl..4.; .ill 'If you, may God prolong your life, should

resolve to allow them to leave, may you do so and be rewarded, God willing'.

Papyrus no: A67 (Box 4)
Two pieces.

PAPYRUS A
Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 23 cm. x 11 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink, 7
lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 3 lines, parallel to the fibres.
On both sides the ink is very faint. Text missing at the bottom.
Recto

Text:
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and /ia' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ~ J..ill do yS'1. The writer states that he is
concerning to hear from the addressee that he is detained from coming.

PAPYRUS B
Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 21 cm. x 11 cm. Writing on both sides. one side only. Written in
black ink, 7 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Ink is very faint. Text missing at the bottom.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alif in most cases does not extend below the connecting stroke.

Content
Letter. Opens after basmala: tl jPl J tllA.; ..ill Jl1l. The text after initial blessing has
been lost.

VERSO
Script Dal approximates to a straight line.
Content
Faint vestiges of a text relating to commerce.

Papyrus no: A70 (Box 6)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 27 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 16 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and !fa' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Right corner of the text is missing. Extant portion of opening formula
reads: .:.J[jl..? J.11 ~(..b-). Refers to the payment of !faraj tax. Closes with the
conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A71 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century AH./9th century AD.
Physical description: 25.5 cm. x 20 cm. Large lacunae in the middle. Vhiting on both
sides. Recto, written in brown ink, 15 lines, at right angles to the fibres + 4 lines in the right
margin. Verso, written in brown ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. DalldJll approximates to a
straight line. Initial kaf is hairpin shapted. SIn normally has teeth. Sporadic
consonantal diacritics, two diacritical dots being written vertically or obliquely.
The diacritic of fa' is written below the letter.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: tlLih ~I ~. Concerns a debt.

VERSO
Vestiges of the address of the letter on the recto: [ ] ~ ($-'1.

Papyrus no: A72 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century AH./9th century AD.
Physical description: 27.5 cm. x 15 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 17 lines. Verso, written in black ink, 6 lines. The papyrus piece
was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the recto is written at right angles to the fibres and
at right angles to the text on the verso. The script on the verso, written at right angles to the
fibres, is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, hit and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin normally has no teeth.
Content
Letter. Beginning and left side are lost. Concerns commercial matters. Mentions
the shipment of various goods, including wheat

(~).

VERSO
Script
Final' alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Sin is written without teeth.
Content
Account. Entries are headed by names of people. Amounts are expressed in Greek
numerals.

Papyrus no: A73 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 17 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 7 lines, at right angles to the fibres, and 3 lines in the right
margin. Verso, written in black ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, 1J1l' and kll' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dlll/all! approximates to a straight line.
SIn!sIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: ~ J .11 d. /1. Mentions various transactions
concerning agricultural produce, include wheat (~). Closes with the same
blessings as it begins with.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A74 (Box 4)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 21 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Vhiting on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 15 lines, at right angles to the fibres + 2 lines in right margin.
Verso, written in black ink, 2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'aUt extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha: and /iil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ..ll: c:--1J ~~IJ.11 d. yS'1. Concerns a slave girl (
~JL:-JI).

Closes with conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

*? Papyrus no: A 76

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 18.5 cm. x 16 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres, and one line in top margin,
upside down relative to the rest of the text.
Text:
Script
Large hand. Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. SIn/sIn normally has
teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala:

t.J~ il~IJ ~~ ~ t.J~..il1 JL11. Menti~s small

children C~ JW,)t1 "...k). The writer refers to the letter as

W)I "JA

*?Papyrus no: A88 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 20.5 cm. x 13.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, !Jil' and kil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line.
normally has teeth.

SIn/sIn

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala, with a prayer that the recipient recovers from
an illness: y\$. d !.lLt;., ~ .J.....I J ...:;.,.r-;. '1-.sJ.JI ~I .111 ~ ; ~1. The body of the letter
contains further wishes for recovery.

VERSO
Address of the letter on the recto: .111 ~,JI ...l....>-I -JI/L;.,JI .111 ¥ if.

