Papyrus no: A 210 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 17 cm. x 18 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 8 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final ’alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha' and ka are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Sporadic diacritics.
Content
End of a letter. Contains conveyance of greetings from various people to the
addressee.



Papyrus no: A213 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 19 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.

Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
1 line, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif generally extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: 81u sl o dexy [ | The writer states that he
has gone somewhere with his mother (5.1 Il o ). The letter relates largely to
family matters. The addressee is requested to reply to the letter.

VERSO

Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.



Papyrus no: A 223 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 22 cm. x 16.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 9
lines, parallel to the fibres, faint due to rubbing.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final "alif sometimes extends below the connecting stroke. The tail of final ya’
extends to the right.
Content
Fragment of a letter. Opening formula missing. The writer states that he has

received a letter from the addressee. Refers to an estate (dx..all).
VERSO

Script
Final ’alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Sin is written with teeth
and is, in most cases, surmounted by a horizontal stroke. Final strokes of a

number of letters are extended to the left.

Content
Letter. Parts of opening formulae visible, thereafter the text is illegible.



Papyrus no: A 225
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 17 cm. x 23 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 7 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2
lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final "alif in most cases does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’
and k@’ are usually written with a single curved stroke.
Content
Letter. Opening formula are obliterated. The writer asks the addressee to come to

him without delay (Calses ¥y b Lo JI 7 1 ).

VERSO
Address of letter on recto.



Papyrus no: A 227 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 22 cm. x 15 cm. Small [acuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1
line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight stroke. Sin is written without teeth and is surmounted by a stroke.
Content
Letter. Right side has been torn away. Remaining portion of opening formula

reads: s Cles s wldl bl [ ] Tt closes with the same formula followed by the
tasliya.

VERSO
Address of letter on recto



Papyrus no: A 228 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 18 cm. x 17.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 5 lines, at right angles to the fibres, faint. Verso, written in black
ink, 3 lines, parallel to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Sin is written without
teeth and is surmounted by a straight stroke.
Content
Letter. Basmala is indented. Most of text is illegible due the faintness of the

script.
VERSO

Script
Final ’alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Sin is written with teeth.

Sin is written without teeth and is surmounted by a bar in the phrase &l L .

Content
Fragment of a letter. The recipient is addressed as ... L. There is reference to oda

i.a5dl, literally ‘this service’. The term may be referring to the document, since
this was the technical term for a report in the Fatimid period.



Papyrus no: A229 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 28 cm. x 19 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
16 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are sometimes
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal sometimes approximates to a straight
line. Sin/3in normally has no teeth.

Content

Letter. Beginning is missing. Refers to the release of somebody from custody (
5Ms1).

VERSO

Script

Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin/3in is usually written with teethl.

Content
Letter. Right side is missing. The beginning of the opening blessing is missing. The

extant text begins: axl 5 ode azani ool 5 dlyly dbley ... The writer states that helis
send the letter from Damascus: ;e oo wlJl o5’ Mentions also the town of Homs
in the body of the letter.



Papyrus no: A231 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 24 cm. x 23 ¢cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, parallel to the fibres + 3 lines in right margin. Verso,
written in black ink, faint in places, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece
was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the remainder of the text from the
original sheet.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif usually extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Text opens, after basmala: £, &l JWl. The precise nature of the content is
not clear from the extant text. Concerns some problem relating somebody.
Mentions 4. ‘his laziness’.

VERSO

Script

Final ’alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to
a straight line. Sin/3in is written without teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted
by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: i &l JWl. The writer requests forgiveness for

what he has written previously: C.zs Las £l &l e ,dall . Closes with the same
blessing as it began with, followed by the hamdala .



Papyrus no: A232 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 23 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
13 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. Sin/§in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala: «s 525 el ey Yy wlbiry oL Al Ly
o, ]I Concerns family matters. Conveys greetings to various people.

VERSO

Traces of the address of the letter that appears on the recto can be seen at the top
of the verso. Under this there is another letter:

Script

Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in is usually written with teeth.

Content

Letter. Opens, after basmala: «l)s il oy i s 4l 8lay). Concerns family
matters. Mainly blessings and greetings. The address appears at the top of the

letter, above the basmala: Ye syl cpp 1 olil Ml LY.



Papyrus no: A 233 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 23 cm. x 18.5 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,

16 lines, at right angles to the fibres + 2 lines in left margin. Verso, written in black ink, 5
lines, parallel to the fibres, faint.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and k@ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight stroke.
Sin is written with no teeth and is surmounted by three dots arranged in a
horizontal line.
Content
Letter. Beginning missing. The writer asks the addressee to send news about his
family and conveys greetings to various people.

VERSO

Script
Same hand as recto.

Content
Note recording monetary transaction. Head by the title: 5-Ji 55



Papyrus no: A234 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 20 cm. x 20 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
4 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha' and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: Ll  LeSde fondl 31y Lo lily Lo Loy 1 lliim
w5 21, Mentions an inventory of goods (,..x). End is missing.

VERSO

Address of the letter on the recto: ... s 5 du>s ¥ Also a some marks, which
may have been made for accounting purposes.



Papyrus no: A235 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 26 cm. x 18 cm. Small [acunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
11 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin normally has no teeth.

Content

Letter. Left side is missing. Text opens after basmala: & el iy & JUsl. Main
text opens: ol w5 Y 1,5 & desedly Ldl e L] b=~ The writer states that he has
sent to the addressee a surveyor (@u). Closes with the same formulae as it
opened with.

VERSO

Script
Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha@ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin is written without teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted by a horizontal
stroke.

Content
Letter. The right side is missing. The writer opens by apologizing for writing on a

papyrus that has already been used: tedl Jomol 5l o ol bl The main text
opens with the report that the addressee’s letter has arrived: & & el wlylss s The

writer asks for further instructions with the formula: ... N1 s & &6 b,



Papyrus no: A 236 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 20 cm. x 16 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 10 lines, at right angles to the fibres, faint in places, due to
rubbing. Verso, written in black ink, 5 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximate to a straight stroke.
Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala: <lds s ety sl 571 sl & JWsl and closes
with the same formula.



Papyrus no: A 239 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 20 cm. x 16 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.

Recto, written in black ink, 6 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 6
lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. The tail of final niin is
straight and extends on an oblique plane down to the right. Several
unconventional ligatures.
Content
Fragment of a letter. Part of opening formula visible: whslxw

VERSO

Script
Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Sin is written without teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter.



Papyrus no: A 242
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 8 cm. x 10.5 cm. Small piece. Writing on one side only. Written in
black ink, 4 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke.Ha is written with a single curved
stroke.
Content

Fragment from the closing formulae of a letter: wlJi slool.



Papyrus no: A244 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 25 cm. x 22 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 12
lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script
on the verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala: ;= plol s L&, & JWl. Concerns a sea voyage. The
address is written in the top margin, upside down relative to the text of the letter:
Ao O o 0 058 gl oLy bl Il wil5 Y.

VERSO

Script

Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. Sin/¥in is written without teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted by a
horizontal stroke.

Content
Letter. Opens after the basmala: & ;¢ elal gl &1 JWl Refers to the cultivation of

sugar cane (wwa s,V & 3. Closes with the same blessings as it began with.



Papyrus no: A245 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21 cm. x 19.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 16 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
13 lines, parallel to the fibres, upside down relative to the text on the recto.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. The beginning is missing. Refers to a ship (<) that travelled from Jaffa
to Ashkelon but was prevented from entering (5 5d! o C:u).

VERSO
Continuation of letter on the recto. Mentions the Syrian towns Damascus an
Homs in connection with trade.



Papyrus no: A 246 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 18 cm. x 21.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 10
lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script
on the verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal and ral/zay are written
with a similar shape, approximating to a straight line. Sporadic diacritics.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: .. <50 The writer states that he has received

a note from the addressee (wlué; Lo 5). Mentions material (L),
VERSO

Script
Final “alif usually extends below the connecting stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter.



Papyrus no: A247 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 28 cm. x 18 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 22 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
15 lines + 1 line in the right margin, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. The beginning is missing. Mentions agricultural produce, including wheat (
), and an inventory of goods ( i).

VERSO

Script

Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Sin/3in is written with teeth. Sin is
surmounted by a curved diacritic.

Content
Letter. Beginning is missing. The writer asks forgiveness for not going to the shop

of the addressee («wbls's JI el o ad ,dall aal baos). The following paragraph
opens 4~y ‘and furthermore’ and the writer expresses the wish that the addressee
will give him protection: wlis ,wlzyle ;s lib 4> &l ol U 4y Closes with the
tasliya.



Papyrus no: A 249 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 18 cm. x 25 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.

Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2
lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: &l «ls 1. The writer asks the addressee to come
to him without delay (r S Joens 51 B L ol ol ).

VERSO

Address of letter on recto: &l as 51 aex V.



Papyrus no: A256 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.

Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: & ;= el i, & Jbl Mentions the transport of
commodities by boat (s ,J). Closes with the conveyance of greetings to various
people.

VERSO

Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.



Papyrus no: A 257 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 19 cm. x 18.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.

Recto, written in black ink, 14 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
15 lines, parallel to the fibres, upside down relative to the script on the recto.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to
a straight stroke. Jim, h@’ and k@ are usually written with a single curved stroke.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: Lasa,bs Las 3¢ alsly Las'liy &1 JUsl. The addressees
are referred to with both dual and plural secon(; person pronominal forms. The
writer mentions the virtue of ‘patience” «s o5l b 5 Jeol 5gb eall s

VERSO

Continuation of the letter on the recto.



Papyrus no: A258 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 19.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, faint in places, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres + 2
lines in the right margin. Verso, written in black ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala: <., =l s &l wlhi~ Concerns family matters. The
writer conveys greetings to various people.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.



Papyrus no: A 259 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 15 cm. x 21 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 14 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
9 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and k@’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke.
Content

Fragment of a letter. Mentions wheat (xs3).
VERSO

Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. The tail of final ya’ extends
backwards.

Content
Fragment of an account regarding deliveries. The surviving texts opens ‘he has

delivered’ (V‘L’“)' Amounts are expressed in Greek numerals.



Papyrus no: A 261 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 16 cm. x 25 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
14 lines, parallel to the fibres + 1 line in the top margin.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final ’alif sometimes extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke.

Content

Fragment of a letter. Greetings conveyed to various people including a certain
’Abu Muhammad Hartn.

VERSO

Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight stroke.

Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala on the same line: &l £lla). The writer states that
he has received a letter from the addressee and ‘has read and noted’ its contents (

e ke e ad L3 L Cagh g il B ).



Papyrus no: A 265 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 14.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both

sides. Recto, written in black ink, 23 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 17 lines, parallel to the fibres, upside down relative to the text on the recto.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal usually approximates to a straight
line.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ks anns ool Sy whlais o & whe 57l Concerns
trade. Quantities expressed in girars and bales (Jue).

VERSO

Continuation of letter on recto, including the address.



Papyrus no: A 266 (Box 7)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 26 cm. x 12 cm. Small [acuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 18 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
14 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha and k&’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight stroke.
Content

Letter. Right side has been torn away. The basmala is followed by the rasliya.
Surviving part of opening formula read: sl g 5155 alle aans s Mentions the
coast of Damietta (blLas> J>L).

VERSO

Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. The hook on the left of sad has
lost graphic distinctness.

Content

Account. List of personal names against which are marked various sums that
have been expended. The amounts are expressed in dirhams, qirats and danigs.
The text ends with an indication of the total sum that has been expended.



Papyrus no: A 267 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical descriptior: 13 cm. x 23.5 cm. Small [acuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
4 lines, parallel to the fibres, upside down relative to the text on the recto + 2 lines in bottom
margin.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: <Ll sl b 5155 wle wlows o1y SLil 5 & e 57
due, Mentions the difficulty of requisitioning (30,45 3 ,5Lasdl).

VERSO

Continuation of the letter on the recto, together with the address (o ..o gdn o oo FaY



Papyrus no: A268/1 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 23 cm. x 6 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 2 lines, at right angles to the fibres and 7 lines in top margin.
Verso, written in black ink, 2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. Sin
has no teeth.

Content
Beginning of a letter. Only the first line is extant. Text opens, after basmala: &)=
sliy &l JWl y 2. The body of the letter begins: <l o5 Al Cles 1da  glos”

VERSO
Address of the letter on the recto: ... bzl Jpp (o o demes pleadl o S



Papyrus no: A268/2 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21.5 cm. x 6.5 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,
2 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.

Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content
Beginning of a letter. Only the opening blessings are extant. Text opens, after

basmala: &l ds sss 31y Saal 5 5 sl y Bslsy 830 o131y 2L Al Jl

VERSO
Address of the letter on the Tecto: :po Ledhu oy dases op dool 0500y Sl B Il dan oY

Lsdﬁ..“-&.«.m&grm e



Papyrus no: A 269 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 23 cm. x 17 ¢cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 9 lines,
at right angles to the fibres, faint in places. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet.
The script on the verso, written at right angles to the fibres, is the remainder of the text
from the original sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Sin normally has teeth.
Independent dal is written with two strokes, with an angle on the right side. One
word is split across two lines.
Content
Letter. Opening formula after basmala has been obliterated. Mentions the arrival

of a woman pilgrim (i>LsJi).
VERSO

Script
Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter.



Papyrus no: A 270 (Box7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 24 cm. x 12.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 14 lines. Verso, written in black ink, 3 lines. The papyrus piece
was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the recto is written at right angles to the fibres and
at right angles to the text on the verso. The script on the verso, written at right angles to the
fibres, is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Full orthography of long @ even

in the word «li>s
Content
Letter. Beginning missing. Refers to monetary transactions. Ends with request

formula: «li3> s «ll 5 ‘Give me your opinion on this matter’.
VERSO
Script
Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Sin is written without

teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter.



Papyrus no: A276 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 6
lines, at right angles the fibres and at right angles to the text on the recto. The papyrus piece
was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso, written at right angles to the fibres, is
the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter addressed to a woman. The beginning is mutilated, but can be read, after
basmala, as : «l)s awn oy Ol 4l JWl. The body of the letter opens: RGN

VERSO

Script

Large hand. Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and
k@ are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. Sin/3in is written without teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted by
a horizontal stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Refers to the purchase of items.



Papyrus no: A278 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21 cm. x 13 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 7 lines, parallel to the fibres, and three lines in right margin, very
faint in places. Verso, written in black ink, 6 lines, parallel to the fibres and at right angles to
the text on the recto.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Fragment of a letter. Mentions various monetary transactions.

VERSO

Script

Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Opens, after the basmala: .. s )5 30U 45 ... & Lo wlzdla plsly i, &l ]
Concerns some medical mattern relating to the lower limbs of a woman. The

addressee is asked to look into the matter (... I &, Al Il kits).



Papyrus no: A280 (Box 1a)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21.5 cm. x 13 ¢m. Small lacunae in the middle. Damaged on one
edge. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink, 15 lines. Verso, written in black ink,
2 lines. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the recto is written at
right angles to the fibres and at right angles to the text on the verso. The script on the verso,
written at right angles to the fibres, is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final “alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal in most cases approximates
to a straight line. The horizontal strokes of final letters are sometimes extended.
Content

Letter. Text opens after basmala with the blessing: sloss &l wls 1. The writer
states that he has received the dinar that the addressee had sent him ( .l Jo, 2
& S>3 o) and will adjust his accounts by remové& the dinar from his credit (Ul
e e Ll C_ésl). Closes with various blessings including: «ls Ul Y, ... sliy Gdly &I

Renall ll ol 03,5« ‘May God grant the enjoyment of your life. ... May he not
cause us to see evil afflict you .. May he cause your wellbeing to endure’

VERSO

Script

Larger script than on recto. Final "alif does not extend below the connecting
stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka are written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal
approximates to a straight line. Medial kaf consists of straight vertical stroke.
Many unconventional ligatures.

Content
Fragment from the end of a letter contain some of the closing blesssings.



Papyrus no: A 282
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 14.5 cm. Small lacuna in the middle. Writing on both

sides. Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 11 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ’alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Sin has no teeth and is surmounted by
a bar. Some unconventional ligatures.
Content
Letter. The left side has been torn away. Text opens after basmala: olals Sy & JUl
;e The closing paragraph contains a request introduced by ... &l &3¢l b 5 In
between the lines of this letter the same writer has added a postscript, in which he
instructs the addressee to send somebody papyrus on receipt of the letter (a4,
ind o oea b ol all).

VERSO

Script

Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Sin has no teeth and is surmounted by
a bar.

Content
Beginning of a letter. Text opens after basmala with long blessing formula: «l. 57l

slaw 5 hians g chaal 57y 832 olal 5 Uil &l Mentions a slave-boy (>l Closes with
the formula it opens with.



Papyrus no: A288 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century AH./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21.5 cm. x 16.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 10 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 8 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth. Sporadic consonantal diacritics.

Content

Letter. The beginning is missing. Concerns some kind of dispute, in which one
party is making a claim (ij Lesd 45> Lo Jool Ida 31$8). Ends with a request that the
addressee send his news. Closes: x5 5 £lif y &l wllai~. Note the formula kutiba ‘it
has been written’ that explicity marks the close.

VERSO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in is written with teeth.

Content
Letter. The beginning is missing. Mentions payments in connection with bequests

(o yodl). Closes: cas’y &l dam 5 e Ll



Papyrus no: A289

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 13.5 cm. x 10.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, and one line in the right margin. Verso, written in
black ink, 5 lines. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the recto is
written at right angles to the fibres and at right angles to the text on the verso. The script on
the verso, written at right angles to the fibres, is the remainder of the text from the original

sheet.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and k@’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/$in normally has teeth.

Content

Letter. Text opens, after basmala: i, el s Bl &l wle 1. Concerns trade in skins (
> ). Reports the delivery of skins in Qayrawan. Mentions a certain Abu al-
‘Abbas who is involved in the trade.

VERSO

Script

Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, h@ and ka are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in is written with teeth.

Content
Fragment from the end of a letter. Contains the phrases that convey greeting to

various people. The formula 5 ol 45 occurs. The letter closes with the
formula &l wls 57l



*Papyrus no: A294 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 21 cm. x 14.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 8 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 7
lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO

Script

Final ’alif normally does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka@’
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. Sin/3in normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal
stroke.

Content

Letter. Beginning and right side of text are missing. Concerns the managing of an
estate (4xs). Closes with the hasbula (s 3 ) L),

VERSO

Script

Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/¥in is usually written without teeth.

Content
End of a letter. Mentions the sending of somebody on a commission (o0 aJf ks
oL et &5 5 eboas 0L5). Closes: s, 3 J) sew



Papyrus no: A295 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 18.5 cm. x 16.5 cm. Small [acunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 14 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 5
lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script
on the verso, written at right angles to the fibres, is the remainder of the text from the
original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ’alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
Sin/3in normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. The beginning and end are missing. Concerns transactions. Mentions the
malpractice of a commer“ifcal agent (L5 ).

VERSO

Script

Large hand with wide spaces between the lines. Final 'alif extends below the
connecting stroke. Jim, ha@' and ka’ are usually written with a single curved
stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. Sin/3in is written without teeth
and is, in most cases, surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Fragment of an official letter. Refers to the postponement of some matter (>

L) due to neglect.



Papyrus no: A296 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 33 cm. x 10 cm. Small /acunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
15 lines, parallel to the fibres, and upside down, relative to the text on the recto. The papyrus
piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the remainder of the text from
the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final "alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to
a straight line. Sin and §in normally have no teeth and are surmounted by a
horizontal stroke.
Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: )l desy 85 elals L&, & JWl. The confirms in
writing the receipt of four dirhams from the addressee: c.aj sl &l ;e s 2
2l Ax )l say slia If the addressee does not recognize anything in the account, he
is asked to return itial=dl JI Coor ; La oSSl ol

VERSO

Script
Well executed scripot. Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke.
Final ya’ extends backwards horizontally.

Content
Fragment of an account. Mentions payments. Amounts are expressed in Greek

numerals.



Papyrus no: A297 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 33.5 cm. x 20 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, faint in places, 18 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso,
written in black ink, 4 lines, parallel to the fibres and upside down relative to the text on the
recto.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. Sin
normally has teeth, which are sometimes surmounted by three dots written in a
horizontal row.
Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning is missing. Concerns agricultural land (_s!,)).
Mentions sewing (_~_4l)

VERSO
Script
Clearly executed script. Final ‘alif extends below the connecting stroke. Sin has
teeth.
Content

Note, apparently written in a different hand from the hand of the recto, yet seems
to be an addendum to the letter. No basmala. States that the sewing took place

on the Thursday after the writing of the letter: day japosell o5 oAl ol iz wldel
@l s



Papyrus no: A299 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 29.5 cm. x 16 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 26 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final "alif extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha’ and ka’ are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Sin normally has teeth.

Content
Letter (?). Beginning and end are missing. Narrativ account in 1st person singular

telling of the writer’s various illnesses, including a headache (w‘ A CIM).



