Papyrus no: A302 (Box 7)
Date: 3rd century AH./9th century AD.
Physical description: 30 cm. x 8 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 4 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2
lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Beginning of a letter. Text opens, after basmala: ..11 ~. The writer states that
wrote on the second of Shawwa:l. Mentions the kara j tax.

VERSO
Address of the letter on the recto: -:.r. ~I if 0J.>. -:.r. ~ -:.r...11 ¥..11 ol.A..:1 ~ i$-'1
~.r.1.

Papyrus no: A304 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, faint in places, 10 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso,
written in black ink, 10 lines, faint in places, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif in most cases does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, !J,a'
and /ia' are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/aal approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Text opens after basmala: -.ili.-1yS'J!.If ~1.:lIJ!.I~..il1 Jl1l. The
body of the letter begins in a new paragraphy on a new line, separated from the
initial blessings by a space. Most of the text is obliterated and cannot be read.

VERSO
Continuation of the letter on the recto. Mentions the 'oil seller' (..:;.,l.:jl). Most of
the text is obliterated.

Papyrus no: A307 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 25 cm. x 17.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres.
Text:
Script
Final' alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dal!dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has teeth.
Content
Letter. The beginning of the opening blessings is missing. The main body of the
letter begins: ( ) ~ ~I ...::.-L- ..liJ. The writer asks the addressee to look into a
matter with the formula:

~~

r.l ~l>- <.!.U~ d

}2J1.

Papyrus no: A308 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 15 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 8 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final 'alii extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and ta' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal stroke. /5In has no teeth
and is surmounted by three dots in a horizontal plane. Sporadic consonantal
diacritics.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning is mlssmg. Concerns agricultural
commodities. Mentions barley (~I). Closes with the conveyance of greetings to
various people.

Papyrus no: A309 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 23.5 cm. x 17.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 10 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink, 9 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, fJil' and kil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line. Srn
normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal bar.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: d::...1./J.:.lfil~IJ.:.l~~1 Jl11. The writer requests
the addressee to send him a saddle (er)' Mentions a sailor (~yJl). Closes with the
same formulae as it opened with.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a
straight line. Srn is written without teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted by a
horizontal stroke.

Content
Note concerning letter on recto. Does not have full epistolatory form ant. The
addresss appears in top left corner: ... 0~I ~I ..y- ~ if- Opens ...4>-1 ..r"LklI y.1 ~
~ ,:.r.

).

"Abrr al-Tahir 'Abmad ibn Mu1;lammad wrote ...' Mention the saddle (e.,-JI

Papyrus no: A311 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.

Physical description: 30 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 24 lines, parallel to the fibres + 2 lines in the right margin. Verso,
written in black ink, 9 lines, widely spaced, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece
was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the remainder of the text from the
original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ta' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dalldal approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Letter. Arranged in paragrphs, each paragraph beginning a new line. The
beginning is missing. Mentions trefoil (,1;) and the tank of a house
writer asks the addressee to send some dInars urgently.

()~ ~ y).

The

VERSO
Script
Larger script than on recto. Final' alit does not extend below the connecting
stroke. Dalldal approximates to a straight line. SIn is written without teeth.
Several unconventional ligatures.
Content
Fragment of a letter. Closes with the blessing ~I ...u../I and the hasbala.

Papyrus no: A312 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 27.5 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, faint in places, 14 lines, at right angles to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO

Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. Sin
normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. The beginning is missing. Concerns a dispute connected with a share (r+-")
of something. The writer is desirous of avoiding harm being done to a certain
woman in this dispute (01 r-I I olA ~ i f t.l ~I J

J+-- ~ '1).

Papyrus no: A317 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 30 cm. x 17 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, faint in places, 10 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso,
written in black ink, 20 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. SIn normally has no teeth and is
surmounted by a horizontal stroke. Several unconventional ligatures.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Text opens after basmala: !.lf il~1 -' !.ll4; ~I JI..kI.

VERSO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, Ita' and /ill' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. SIn is written without teeth and is, in most
cases, surmounted by a horizontal stroke. Final ya' is extended backwards.

Content
List of personal names for accounting purposes. Mentions periods of time,
possibly relating to debts. Greek numerals are used.

Papyrus no: A319 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 28 cm. x 13.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, at parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 12
lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script
on the verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ~ c......J ~IJ!.l~ «JU,I))J..11 d.yS'1. The body of
the letter opens in a new paragraph, beginning on a new line: ..11 !.l...\:1 !.l...l..:>- i f W~I
... 'We left your place, may God support you'. Requests news from the addressee.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. SIn is written without teeth and is, in
most cases, surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning and right side are missing. Contains the
request formula: ..

~Ij

'Resolve to ...'/ 'Give you opinion concerning ..'.

Papyrus no: A320 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 10.51 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in
black ink,S lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, het and !i;ll' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dlll/dlll approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ..t1.DLi/ Refers to commercial transactions
involving money orders (~).

VERSO
Continuation of the letter on the recto and its address: ..tl o LA; I ~WI
1

\.s' '1.

Papyrus no: A322 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 13 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres + 1 line in right margin.
Verso, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres, and at right angles to the
text on the recto.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. lIm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has no teeth. Sporadic consonantal diacritics, in which two dots are
written on a diagonal plane.

Content
Letter. The beginning of the opening blessing is missing. Opens after the lacuna:
WL;19J.11 W« i. Mentions the holy sanctuary (ilr-JI.1I~). Closes with the
conveyance of greetings.

VERSO
A series of marks consisting of circles and short vertical dashes, apparently used
for accounting purposes.

Papyrus no: A324 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 26 cm. x 13.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines + 6 lines, parallel to the fibres, arranged in two columns
around a vertical fold in the papyrus. Verso, written in black ink, 8 lines, at right angles to
the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the
remainder of the text from the original sheet.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke.
Content
Apparently an exercise in writing, in which a pupil has copied a literary text.
Several phrases are copied twice. Sections are punctuated by lines and circular
sigla. The literary text is of a philosophical nature.
VERSO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn and sIn are usually written with teeth.
Content
Fragment of a letter. Concerns commercial transactions. Refers to a 'great profit' (
~~J(j~).

Papyrus no: A326 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24 cm. x 10 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 13 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 7 lines,
at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the
verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alif usually does not extend below the connecting stroke. Jim, ha' and /s,a'
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: t.l~..1I1 JU,I J t.l1~..1I1 ~. The main body of the
text opens: .. ...u:;).j 'I left you ..'. Mentions a servant boy
letter on the verso is at the top of the leaf.

(i~)'

The address of the

VERSO
Script
Final 'alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. Dal/dal approximates to
a straight line. SIn is written without teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The right side and bottom are missing. Mentions agricultural
produce (a,..I1) and its conveyance to a place know as

;;~I ~1.

Papyrus no: A333 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 25 cm. x 12.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2
lines, parallel to the fibres, + 5 lines in very faint brown ink at right angles to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif usually does not extend below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and /sa'
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ~ J.1I cl.yS"1. Concerns commercial matters.
Mentions 'the amount of the measure' (~I ty).

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

*Papyrus no: A368 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 27.5cm. x 13 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 8 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO

Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Legal document. The beginning is mlssmg. It appears to have been an
acknowledge document ('iqrar). It confirms receipt of the sum of one dInar and a
sixth and certifies that the recipient of the money has granted the other party a
quittance (~01f.1). Dated to the seventies or nineties of the 3rd century (the unit is
missing). Closes with witness clauses written in the same hand as the document.

Papyrus no: A369 (Box 3)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.

Physical description: 31 cm. x 13.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 19 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 12
lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script
on the verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alit sometimes extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and 1s.a' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. At the top of the sheet there are 5 lines of what appears to be a postscript
to the main letter. Opens after the basmala: tlL.4.; iill JL11. The writer asks the
addressees to inform him at what price they wish him to buy something:
~ I.S?I 01 I)...l.:;;~.

~';f

This is followed by the main letter, which is addressed to a

single person. It opens, after the basmala:

~I ~ ~ ,.!..b..li

VERSO
Script
Final' alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. SIn is written without
teeth and is, in most cases, surmounted by a horizontal stroke.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Concerns agrarian administration. Mentions the 'survey' (
~L..JI),

the 'tenancies' (0'1yJl), 'registration'

'governor' (0l.1.LJ1).

(I~I

...\,j). Also refers to the

Papyrus no: A376 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 24.5 cm. x 11 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 4 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2
lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alii does not extend below the connecting stroke. Sporadic consonantal
diacritics.

Content
Opening formulae of a letter. Text opens after basmala: do yS'I J t,ly-I J t,llA..; 1iI1 JU,I
dJs.~

-

r»-I

VERSO
Address of the letter on the recto. The extant portion reads: J J~I olA..; 1iI1 JU,I ((
~ 1iI1 C) J r:-JI La.- oJJJ i f

<;y,>-

~.

»

Papyrus no: A381 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H'!9th century A.D.

Physical description: 16 cm. x 8 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
10 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dalldal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning and end are missing. The extant text conveys
greetings to the addressee from various people.

VERSO
Continuation of the letter on the recto. Only isolated words are extant.

Papyrus no: A 383 (Box 2)

Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 10 cm. x 23.5 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in black ink,
9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 2 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Small hand. Final' alif sometimes extends below the connecting stroke. Jim, hil'
and Ra' are usually written with a single curved stroke.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: ~ ~ ~IJ tJ~IJ ~I do ySl The writers state
that they are sending the addressee pieces of cloth (ylyl) and requests him to
reply to his letter.

VERSO
Content
Address of the letter on the recto. 'To'Aba al-Hasan ... from Mul)ammad ibn
Zayd and Hassan ibn 'Ibrahlm the cobbler Uy>JI)'.

Papyrus no: A385 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 10.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 16 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in brown ink, 6
lines, parallel to the fibres, at right angles to text on recto, faint.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, hil' and !s.il' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth. Initial kilf is horizontally extended.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Text is missing on the right side and top. Remnants of the
opening formula include t..\f

~I,)I

1 Largely concerns family matters. Ends with

the conveyance of greetings and closes with the formula: t..\Li; ..11 Jl11 J t..\IJj ..::.J....>;-.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a
straight line. SIn/sIn is written with teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning and the end are missing. Concerns various
commercial matters.

Papyrus no: A387 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.

Physical description: 20 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in brown ink, 9 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
3 lines, parallel to the fibres.

Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alif normally does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, fJa' and &a'
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a
straight line. SIn/sin normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. . Text is missing on the left side and at the bottom. Opens, after basmala:
~f rl.)1 J ~LA.; (.$~ l.:..:hl JLkI. The extant text from the beginning of the body of the

letter is JlA.11 (.$~ dJ ~I~ Jo:- j..:hl tJfl 1.JI J 'I, may God grant you strength, am a
Christian man with children in my care (literally: lap)'. This suggests that the letter
is a petition. Most of the remaining text, however, is missing.

VERSO
Script
Final' alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, fJa' and &a' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. SIn/sIn is written without teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Only a few words are extant. Mentions the dispatch of some
item (41 1 ~ J ,Jj).

Papyrus no: A389 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 17 cm. x 16 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 5 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 7
lines, parallel to the fibres and upside down relative to the text on the recto.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Beginning is missing and only isolated phrases are extant.

VERSO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning is missing. The writer refers to various
payments.

Papyrus no: A390 (Box 3)
Date: 2nd century A.H./8th century A.D.
Physical description: 23.5 cm. x 15 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, often very faint, 20 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso,
written in black ink, 1 line, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. Some features of script from the
early papyrus period, e.g. the horizontal stroke of initial 'ayn is extended tothe
right. There are also features characteristic of the later period, e.g. the upper part
of the stroke of dill does not bend back to the right. Sporadic consonantal
diacritics. Two dots are written on a vertical plane.

Content
Letter. The left side and bottom are missing. Text opens after basmala with the

r--

address: .Y" ~I .01 ~ I..$jJl ~
i--.S~ c:.r. r')\...., .}11..$-4-- c:.r. rL...tJ, 0'" The body of
the letter begins on the next line,and reports the receipt of the addressee's letter (
..ll; l::s' ~).

VERSO
One line written in same hand as recto, faint. Apparently not the address. Possibly a pen
exercise.

Papyrus no: A391 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century AH./9th century AD.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on one side
only. Written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres.

Text:
Script
Final 'alit usually does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and ka'
are usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal!dJll approximates to a
straight line. SIn normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal bar.
Content
Letter. Text missing at the top and bottom and on the right side. Mentions 'the
large kerchief'

(~I

j:..l:...,.lI) and 'the birds'

C.r.WI).

The writer says that he is

appealing to the view of the addressee concerning some matter (~I) JI e::::-).

Papyrus no: A392 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 25 cm. x 14 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 7 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 1
line, parallel to the fibres.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final ' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, !J1l' and

1s}1' are usually

written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dill approximates to a straight line. SIn
normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala, on the same line as the basmala: t.l~IJ jl ..u../1
~ ~ ~I.>

Mentions the measure know as .k.-i.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A393 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century A.D.
Physical description: 23.5 cm. x 12.5 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both
sides. Recto, written in black ink, faint in places, 16 lines + 1 line in top margin, parallel to
the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 13 lines, at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus
piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the verso is the remainder of the text from
the original sheet.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alit occasionally extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, h-a' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/rial approximates to a straight
line. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. The beginning of the opening blessings is obliterated. When they become
legible they read:

~~

f'J d. yS"1J- The writer statest that

textile material that

he had hired from the addressee had now been returned to the addresssee

J

(.':::,)~.JJ

.,.\j

l.g.i y;-I ..::-;s ~I ,-:-,1 y'Jl ~1.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alit extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, h-a' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Sporadic consonantal diacritics.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Right side and bottom are missing. The beginning of the
opening blessings is obliterated. The addressee is requested to write a letter (J":")
((

I)

~l::.s" 0~).

Mentions a servant boy (\~).

Papyrus no: A394 (Glass)
Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 21 cm. x 12.5 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in brown ink,
8 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in brown ink, 5 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:
RECTO
Script
Final' alit extends below the connecting stroke. llm, /Jil' and kil' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dill/dal approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has no teeth and is surmounted by a horizontal stroke.
Content
Fragment of a letter. The beginning of the opening blessings is missing. The
surviving text is:

0..;>-)11) ~..ul ~ t.l~) ~I .ul.....:>-I ~ ~Ij[)

1 The writer states that

he is worried about something (<.ill~ ~). The end is missing.

VERSO
Traces of the address of the letter on the recto.

Papyrus no: A395 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century AH.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 17 cm. x 15 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 8 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 7 lines,
at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the
verso, written at right angles to the fibres, is the remainder of the text from the original
sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. Szn/szn normally has teeth. Initial

kaf is elongated.
Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala:
transactions.

~IJj~.

Refers to various monetary

VERSO
Script
Large hand. Final' alif does not extend below the connecting stroke. llm, ha' and
ka' are usually written with a single curved stroke. Szn/szn is written without
teeth.

Content
List of names and isolated phrase. These appear to be pen exercises.

Papyrus no: A397 (Box 3)

Date: 3rd century A.H.l9th century AD.
Physical description: 22 cm. x 15 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 11 lines, parallel to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 8 lines,
at right angles to the fibres. The papyrus piece was cut from a larger sheet. The script on the
verso is the remainder of the text from the original sheet.

Text:

RECTO
Script
Final' alii extends below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. SIn normally has teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens after basmala: !Jf ,1.)lj!J~ .ill Jl.1l. The writer states that he is
coming to participate in an exhibition and request the addressee to look into some
matter
») . } ) .

I

(

\.$~ 01 !JI~ ~I ~ ,-:->",1j,..J>f

yl .}!Jp'J ,JJI 1.lA.) <.LYI

I

.;L,,:. !JI~ ~I

~ lJl

It appears from the verbal morphology that the addressee is a woman.

VERSO
Script
Final 'alit does not extend below the connecting stroke. JIm, ha' and ka' are
usually written with a single curved stroke. Dal/dal approximates to a straight
line. SIn is written without teeth.

Content
Fragment of a letter. Mentions a place called

~I :i>-L...

Papyrus no: A398 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century A.H./9th century A.D.
Physical description: 19 cm. x 11 cm. Small lacunae in the middle. Writing on both sides.
Recto, written in black ink, 12 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink,
9 lines, parallel to the fibres.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alif extends below the connecting stroke. llm, lJa' and ka' are usually
written with a single curved stroke. Dal/am approximates to a straight line.
SIn/sIn normally has no teeth.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: ~J~~r-'IJ~I/J!.lfil~IJ!.lLA.;.11Jl..bl
!.ll~.
~

The writer requests the addressee to come to him: .)1 yi-Jl.; ...

~ 01 ~I

LJI \.SoUl ..ill..?

VERSO
A second letter by the same writer as the one on the recto and presumably to the
same addressee. The writer makes a request concerning is father (\.S..llIJ).

Papyrus no: A399 (Glass)

Date: 3rd century AH./9th century AD.
Physical description: 19 cm. x 11 cm. Writing on both sides. Recto, written in reddy
brown ink, 11 lines, at right angles to the fibres. Verso, written in black ink, 7 lines, parallel
to the fibres, very faint and smudged.
Text:

RECTO
Script
Final 'alii extends below the connecting stroke.

SIn/sin

normally has teeth. Sad is

horizontally elongated. Sporadic consonantal diacritics.

Content
Letter. Text opens, after basmala: (L)...>JLp cl; ~IJ ~L4.;IJ..1I~. The writer
states that he has received a letter from the addressee and requests him to send
some goods (t L::..JI .. , ~ 01 "-;->"1.;).

VERSO
Very faint traces of a letter.

