DIGITAL PROJECTS – LIST 29  (BRICMICS, 25 November 2016)

At the Spring 2002 BRICMICS meeting it was suggested that BRICMICS should maintain a list of British and Irish digital projects to include announcements of upcoming projects, details of those in progress or completed, and information about new maps on the Internet.  

The intention of the list is to alert colleagues to projects which might be of interest. It is also hoped that it will help to prevent duplication of effort.  It is not meant, however, to replicate information already available on the History of Cartography website at: http://www.maphistory.info/projects.html and http://www.maphistory.info/webimages.html
All lists compiled so far are available at: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/maps/digital-maps/digital-projects-list  [note new address]
BRITISH LIBRARY
(Philip Hatfield)

· Geo-referencing.  Work continues on the large releases from November 2014 and March 2015, using the BL Georeferencer online tool. So far volunteers have georeferenced just under 14,000 maps, around 46% of the total volume. Wikipedians have also created a list of maps requiring georeferencing which can be browsed by place or subject (e.g. anthropology), providing users with an opportunity to select content rather than going through the Georeferencer's random selection function. See https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:British_Library/Mechanical_Curator_collection/georeferencing_status  and http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/magnificentmaps/georeferencer/
· Phase 1 work on Know Your Place West of England, in which the BL and NLS are partners, is now complete. Mapping for Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire has been delivered to the project leads and is being rolled out to Know Your Place volunteers soon. We are now working to provide the project with similar coverage for Devonshire, as Know Your Place have received extension funding for the project.  For more see http://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/museums-and-galleries/know-your-place-west-of-england/
· Mapping London. The British Library is providing digital map content to two London-focussed projects currently in development. Layers of London (University of London) is a historical crowdsourcing project while Kindred London (Stanford University) aims to map biographical connections across the city and its history.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
(Anne Taylor)
In June 2016 images of the Map Department’s three large maps of parts of Burma painted on cloth dating from ca. 1860 (Maps.Ms.Plans.R.c.1-3), were added to the online Map Collection in the Cambridge Digital Library http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/search?keyword=burma%20maps&page=1&x=0&y=0  

Also in the digital Map Collection are a selection of maps of Cambridge and the proof maps from John Speed’s Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine published in 1611/12 [Atlas.2.61.1] http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/maps 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
(Chris Fleet)
Recent website additions:
· OS 25 inch County Series England and Wales, 1841-1952. An ongoing project, with 67,941 sheets available so far – all NLS 1:2,500 holdings covering all counties south of a line including Lancashire, Derbyshire and Lincolnshire. Please note that NLS often lacks the earliest editions. A growing georeferenced layer of 2nd ed. ca. 1900 mapping and other counties is also available.


 
http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-england-and-wales/index.html 
· Estate maps of south-west Scotland. An ongoing project, partly in collaboration with the Dumfries Archival Mapping Project, adding a further 150 estate maps of south-west Scotland. Our new additions include the Maxwells of Monreith Estate Maps and Plans, 1777-1778, a set of estate maps and accompanying schedules surveyed by John Gillone (1767-1809) in 1777-78, relating to Monreith estate in Wigtownshire. 

http://maps.nls.uk/estates/index.html
· Times Survey Atlas of the World, 1920. A landmark folio world atlas, including 112 colour maps, all specially compiled for the Atlas over the previous 5 years. The first Times world atlas with maps prepared by the Edinburgh Geographical Institute of John Bartholomew & Son Ltd. We have also created a georeferenced world layer of the main topographic maps in the atlas.




http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/times-survey/index.html
· Ptolemy World Atlases, 1525 and 1584. A 1525 edition with a new translation of Ptolemy's Geography by Willibald Pirckheimer, and including 24 maps supplementing the original 26 produced and edited by Lorenz Fries, published by Johann Grüinger. A 1584 edition of Ptolemy's Geography including maps by Gerhard Mercator, dedicated to Abraham Ortelius. 

http://maps.nls.uk/mapmakers/ptolemy.html
· Scottish Post Office Directory maps, 1794-1944. 400 new street maps of Scottish towns held within Post Office Directories covering the towns of Aberdeen, Broughty Ferry, Carnoustie, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Greenock, Inverness, Monifieth, Newport-on-Tay, Perth and Wormit. Selected maps for the larger towns have been georeferenced.




http://maps.nls.uk/towns/index.html
· New Map Spy viewer for georeferenced maps. A viewer for historical georefenced maps through a circular spyglass.

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/spy/index.cfm 
Planned scanning projects / website additions
· OS 1:500 Town Plans and 25 inch 1st ed. georeferenced mapping for Devon - a collaborative project with the British Library.

· OS 1:2,500 / 1:1,250 National Grid mapping for Scotland, 1940s-1990s

· Bartholomew half-inch to the mile mapping

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
(Huw Thomas)
· The Cynefin project is nearing completion, all of the maps have now been conserved, scanned and uploaded onto the geo-referencing platform at  http://cynefin.archiveswales.org.uk/
· Preliminary work is continuing on creating the follow-on project to scan and geo-reference Welsh estate maps. Einion Gruffydd the Cynefin project manager will hopefully be speaking about this at next year’s Carto-Cymru event.

· Work is continuing on the project to digitise all of the Library’s maps relating to the First World War. The last batches of commercial mapping are going through conservation and scanning at the moment and we hope to be in a position to start scanning our trench maps before long.

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
(Megan Barford)
Lafreri Atlases – the National Maritime Museum's two Lafreri atlases will be fully digitised in early 2017, and will be made available through the Museum's Collections Online.

Collections Online http://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections.html – is being updated to make browsing the NMM cartographic collections by collection easier. 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
(Rose Mitchell)
Digitisation of tithe maps and apportionments is being undertaken by a commercial firm The Genealogist https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/tithe, available on their subscription website, linked from our online Catalogue descriptions of tithe maps. They have digitised all the microfilm and are gradually replacing these with scans of the original maps, zoomable and printable. The search is set up for a person - the example given is Lord Byron's wife - but putting a placename in the keyword field enables access to the images, and the apportionments are browsable.
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