DIGITAL PROJECTS – LIST 34  (BRICMICS, 17 May 2019)

At the Spring 2002 BRICMICS meeting it was suggested that BRICMICS should maintain a list of British and Irish digital projects to include announcements of upcoming projects, details of those in progress or completed, and information about new maps on the Internet.  

The intention of the list is to alert colleagues to projects which might be of interest. It is also hoped that it will help to prevent duplication of effort.  It is not meant, however, to replicate information already available on the History of Cartography website at: http://www.maphistory.info/projects.html and http://www.maphistory.info/webimages.html
All lists compiled so far are available at: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/maps/digital-maps/digital-projects-list
BRITISH LIBRARY







(Tom Harper & Gethin Rees)

· Digitisation of the Topographical Collection of George III (40,000 maps and views) is now complete. Images will be made available on Wikimedia Commons as an interim solution to the delayed launch of the BL’s Universal Viewer. 

· A further tranche of ‘War Office Archive’ mapping of eastern and southern Africa has been digitised, covering the former Transvaal Colony. A total of 1,840 images of maps and documents are now available on the BL website www.bl.uk/collection-guides/war-office-archive and Wikimedia, and can be searched from Google My Maps (www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1cAf4fqJK_-_zq8e2hCeAyy3C0e4&ll=-6.866810010279641%2C37.777849999999944&z=4)
· The Library’s collection of Japanese-produced maps has now been digitised in partnership with Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, The maps will be available on the Ritsumeikan Map Warper tool, and the project will be launched at the ICA conference this July in Tokyo. 

· In partnership with the Turing Institute, a project called ‘Living with Machines’ will make use of digitised historic maps from the Library’s collection. See www.bl.uk/press-releases/2018/december/living-with-machines
· Our application for a Pelagios Commons small grant award has been successful. The Web Maps-T working group, led by Gethin Rees and Adi Keinan-Schoonbaert will work to enhance the ability to visualise Linked Open Data on web maps, bringing front-end javascript developers; user-experience specialists and temporal and geospatial data modellers together in a two-day hack event this summer to produce a javascript web map with time slider component (Web Maps-T) and specifications for Timeline visualisation.

http://commons.pelagios.org/2019/05/make-some-noise-announcing-the-2019-small-grant-awards/
· We have digitised around fifty Survey of India maps for the Two Rains project based at the Department of Archaeology, University of Cambridge www.arch.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/two-rains 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
(Anne Taylor)
The Friends of Cambridge University Library have awarded the Map Department a grant to digitise some of our 2,000 or so manuscript maps. Although none of the images are yet available on Cambridge Digital Library (CUDL) https://cudl.libcam.ac.uk/collections/maps/1 there are an ever growing number of onlne catalogue records for them findable via iDiscover. (Search, for example, for classmark stem Maps.Ms.Plans. http://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,Maps.Ms.Plans.,AND&tab=cam_lib_coll&search_scope=SCOP_UL&sortby=rank&vid=44CAM_PROD&lang=en_US&mode=advanced&offset=0
Many of the maps are of parts of Cambridge and East Anglia but there are also, for example, 11 maps of parts of Australia that were transferred to the Map Department from the Royal Commonwealth Society and which date mostly from the first half of the 19th century.
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY
(Donna Sherman)
The University of Manchester has recently purchased a new digital image viewer (designed in collaboration with University of Cambridge).  Manchester Digital Collections (MDC) will be launched in autumn.  A small sample of 20 maps will be included initially and the rest of our digitised maps will follow once the system is live. 
The Steering Committee for the North West Digital Mapping Project met at the end of March. The project is progressing well and is moving towards submitting the Expression of Interest to HLF.
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
(Chris Fleet)
Recent website additions:

· OS 1:10,560 National Grid maps of England and Wales, 1950s-1960s

All our out-of-copyright maps at this scale, published over 50 years ago, are now online. We have also created a georeferenced layer of 8,657 sheets, covering England, Scotland and Wales, using Regular edition sheets where possible, rather than Provisional sheets revised from the County Series.

· OS National Grid maps home page: https://maps.nls.uk/os/national-grid/index.html
· Graphic index: https://maps.nls.uk/openlayers/?id=61
· Georeferenced layer: https://maps.nls.uk/openlayers/?m=1&id=193
· War Office 1:25,000, Great Britain, GSGS 3906, 1940-43

This military map series at 1:25,000 was rapidly completed in the early years of the Second World War. The underlying topographic detail was photographically reduced from the latest available Ordnance Survey six-inch to the mile maps, and then usually overprinted with contour lines, enlarged from the latest Ordnance Survey one-inch to the mile maps. This is all our holdings of this series, consisting of 829 sheets. Coverage of Scotland is complete, with a small number of sheets covering the Isle of Man and south-east England.

· GSGS 3906 home page: https://maps.nls.uk/os/25k-gb-1940-43/
· Geological Survey of Scotland, One-Inch and Six-Inch to the Mile maps, 1850s-1940s

All our out-of-copyright holdings of geological maps of Scotland. This includes a detailed set of six-inch to the mile maps, focusing on areas with economically valuable geology, as well as less detailed one-inch to the mile maps covering most of Scotland. 

· Six-Inch home page: https://maps.nls.uk/geological/6inch/
· One-Inch home page: https://maps.nls.uk/geological/one-inch/
· Lovat Highland Estates mapping, 1750s-1960s

Through a collaboration with the North of Scotland Archaeological Society and Lovat Highland Estates, a set of around 400 estate maps, relating to Lovat Estates based in Beauly. The maps cover extensive areas west of Inverness, as far as Mallaig and Fort Augustus in the west and south, and range in date from the 1750s through to the 1960s. 

· Available through our Estate Maps listing: https://maps.nls.uk/estates/index.html
· Graphic index: https://maps.nls.uk/openlayers/?id=28&zoom=8&lat=57.2828&lon=-5.3156
· Ordnance Survey One-Inch Popular edition Scotland derivative series, 1930s-1940s

As part of our current project to scan all out-of-copyright sheet maps of Scotland by 2020, we have put online a number of OS one-inch series, based on the Popular edition of the 1920s:

· OS One-Inch Popular Outline edition, 1921-20: https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-outline/index.html
· OS Water and Contour “pulls”, ca. 1930s: https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-pulls/index.html
· War Office GSGS 3908, One-Inch Scotland, 1933-43: https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-3908/
· German Army, Karte von Schottland 1:50,000, 1941: https://maps.nls.uk/os/german-army/
· OS One-Inch Popular Outline edition, Water in Blue, 1941-2: https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-blue/index.html
· OS One-Inch Popular with National Grid, Outline edition, 1945-7

https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-nat-grid-outline/
· War Office, GSGS 4639, One-Inch Scotland, 1947-50

https://maps.nls.uk/os/one-inch-popular-4639/
· In March we enhanced our 3D map viewer to allow vertical exaggeration of relief - further details at https://blog.nls.uk/scotland-from-above-our-3d-map-viewer-with-new-vertical-exaggeration/
Planned scanning projects / website additions

· OS 1:25,000 Great Britain - Administrative and Outline editions, 1940s-1960s

· OS Half-Inch, Quarter-Inch and Smaller-scale maps of Scotland, 1890s-1950s

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
(Huw Thomas)
· Work is ongoing to digitise more 18th century maps of Wales, including Bowen’s map of South Wales and Evans’s map of North Wales. We are also going to digitise a number of subscriber lists relating to these maps.
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