DIGITAL PROJECTS – LIST 36  (BRICMICS, 13 May 2020)

At the Spring 2002 BRICMICS meeting it was suggested that BRICMICS should maintain a list of British and Irish digital projects to include announcements of upcoming projects, details of those in progress or completed, and information about new maps on the Internet.  

The intention of the list is to alert colleagues to projects which might be of interest. It is also hoped that it will help to prevent duplication of effort.  It is not meant, however, to replicate information already available on the History of Cartography website at: http://www.maphistory.info/projects.html and http://www.maphistory.info/webimages.html
All lists compiled so far are available at: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/maps/digital-maps/digital-projects-list
This report was compiled during the Covid-19 Lockdown and so not all representatives were able to supply information

BRITISH LIBRARY








      (Gethin Rees)

· The Locating a National Collection project will help cultural heritage organisations to use geospatial data - references and representations of location, such as where objects were made and used or the places they depict and describe - to connect diverse collections and engage research and public audiences in new ways. Funded by the AHRC as part of the ‘Foundational Collaborative Projects: Towards a National Collection 2019’ call, the project is based in Contemporary British Publications at the British Library with Co-Investigators at University of Exeter, The National Trust and Historic Royal Palaces. Project Partners include English Heritage, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, MOLA (Museum of London Archaeology) and the Portable Antiquities Scheme. For more info on the programme as a whole see: https://ahrc.ukri.org/research/fundedthemesandprogrammes/tanc-opening-uk-heritage-to-the-world
· The final phase of digitisation of 'War Office Archive' maps of eastern Africa funded by Indigo Trust was about to be completed before lockdown. However, the last tranche of images will be made available soon, bringing the total to 1,938 images published online. https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/war-office-archive.  
· Nick Dykes employed the Google Vision API to harvest over 300,000 pieces of text from the 'War Office Archive' images. The text includes many place names not found in published gazetteers, topographical descriptions of use to historians of the environment, and notes made for military or administrative purposes. A searchable resource of the text found will be added to the Research Repository shortly.
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
(Anne Taylor)
The first 100 or so images of some of our manuscript maps have been released to Cambridge Digital Library (CUDL). See https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/maps/1 . Links to some highlights can be found towards the bottom of the introductory text. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
(Chris Fleet)
Recent website additions:

· Ordnance Survey, 1:25,000 Outline Series of Great Britain, 1945-1965. An Outline (i.e. uncoloured) edition of the standard, coloured 1:25,000 Provisional series, extending over most of Great Britain during the 1940s-1960s. We have scanned all our maps in this series, and put online those that are out-of-copyright.

Home page - Ordnance Survey, 1:25,000 Outline Series, 1945-1965 
· Ordnance Survey, One-inch to the mile, Scotland, 1st Edition (Coloured), 1856-1891. A hand-coloured one-inch series, covering all of Scotland and published on 132 sheets between 1856 and 1891. On these sheets, water was coloured blue, woodland in green, railways in red, and county boundaries with various contrasting colours. Very often, these new coloured sheets were earliest states which were later re-issued, sometimes with updated information relating to railways, docks, or parish boundaries.

Home page - OS One-inch to the mile, 1st Edition (Coloured) 
· Ordnance Survey, One-inch to the mile, Scotland, 3rd Edition (Coloured), 1902-1923 This attractively-coloured series covered most of Scotland in the early 20th century. It was Ordnance Survey's earliest attempt to produce a one-inch to the mile map with coloured topographic detail: water in blue, woodland in green, the first and second class roads in burnt sienna, hachures in brown, and contours in red. The maps were intended for practical recreational purposes, and they were issued in a convenient folded form with covers. 

Home page - OS One-inch to the mile, 3rd Edition (Coloured), 1902 - 1923

· Ordnance Survey Half-Inch to the mile, Scotland, 1908-1918 The Ordnance Survey began working on a series of maps at the half-inch to the mile scale (1:126,720) from 1902, with topographic content derived from the main nationwide revision of maps at the larger-scales from the 1890s. 

Home page - OS Half-Inch to the mile, Scotland - 1908-1918 - with hachures
Home page - OS Half-Inch to the mile, Scotland - 1908-1918 - with layer colours
· Ordnance Survey, Quarter-inch to the mile, Scotland, 1st Edition, 1901-1914 This series by Ordnance Survey at this scale, covered all of Scotland in ten sheets. The maps were attractively coloured with first-class roads in brown, water in blue, and woodland in green, creating a pleasing, clear and legible map. Detail was drawn from larger-scale maps, comprehensively revised in the 1890s. 

Home page - OS Quarter-inch to the mile, 1st Edition
· Edinburgh Boundaries Viewer This viewer allows a selection of boundaries traced from maps of Edinburgh to be interactively explored. There are boundaries showing landownership (1804-1817), Police Wards (1822-1848), Sanitary Districts (1864-1880), Municipal Wards (1852-1902), and Registration Districts (1865-1902). We have also traced the extensions of the Royalty Boundary from 1685 to 1885, and Bartholomew's Chronological Map of Edinburgh (1919). These boundaries provide many insights into the administration of Edinburgh over time, particularly its local government, public health, and ownership of land, as well as its patterns of development. You can download any of the boundaries as shapefiles or KML files for onward re-use, and read about the boundaries.

Home page:  Edinburgh Boundaries viewer
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
(Huw Thomas)
We are hoping to digitise a number of town plans, including the 16th century map of the borough of Kenfig which is possibly the oldest town plan for a Welsh town.

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Donna Sherman)
The University of Manchester launched its new digital image viewer (Manchester Digital Collections) at the end of January: https://www.digitalcollections.manchester.ac.uk/.  Twenty maps of Manchester and the local region were included and further map collections will follow over the coming months.  The MDC uses the same platform as Cambridge Digital Library and allows enhanced viewing and manipulation of high-quality images alongside detailed item descriptions.  The viewer utilises IIIF image standards and TEI HTML encoding.  Other projects represented in the collection include Latin Manuscripts and the Peterloo Massacre.
The North West Digital Mapping Project is in the process of preparing a revised application for HLF funding.  However, we are currently awaiting further information on the impact of Coronavirus on the funding timelines.
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