
  
 

  
  

 ‘The care of books is a difficult business’: The legacy of  
Francis Jenkinson symposium  

  
Date: Friday 6 October 2023  

Time: 9:30am-6:00pm  
Venue: Milstein Room, Cambridge University Library  

  
  

Programme  
  
9.15-9.55  Registration  
  
09.55-10.00  Welcome  
  
10.00-10.30  Ann Kennedy-Smith, Burn after reading: exploring Francis Jenkinson’s and Ida Darwin’s 

letters at Cambridge University Library (1891–1901)  
  
10.30-11.00  Jill Whitelock, Fly-leaves: books, insects and Francis Jenkinson’s ‘natural history method’  
  
11.00-11.30  Tea break  
  
11.30-12.00  James Freeman, The disbinding of Codex Bezae: a tale of unintended consequences   
  
12.00-12.30  Caylin Smith, The care of digital books is a difficult business: contemporary collecting and 

the moving target of digital formats  
  
12.30-13.15  Display of Jenkinsoniana curated by Liam Sims (Rare Books Room)  
  
13.15-14.00  Lunch  
  
14.00-14.30  Arnold Hunt, The attraction of opposites: Francis Jenkinson and Edward Gordon Duff   
  
14.30-15.00  Bill Stoneman, Francis Jenkinson and George Dunn of Woolley Hall, near Maidenhead  
  
15.30-16.00  Tea break  
  
16.00-16.30  Nick Posegay, Francis Jenkinson and the Cairo Genizah collection  
  
16.30-17.00  Marie Turner, Scraps of library history: Francis Jenkinson and the collection(s) of 

fragments of western medieval manuscripts    
  
17.00-18.00  Drinks reception and portrait viewing on Librarian’s landing (limited spaces)  
  
  
  
  



  
 
  

  
  
Abstracts  
  
Ann Kennedy-Smith, Burn after reading: exploring Francis Jenkinson’s and Ida 
Darwin’s letters at Cambridge University Library (1891-1901)  
  
This paper considers Francis Jenkinson’s long friendship with Ida Darwin (née Farrer) which 
began after Ida’s marriage to Horace Darwin in 1880. Jenkinson gave her Greek lessons, 
and they discovered a shared passion for music and gardening; in 1887 she became close 
to his wife Marian (née Wetton). After Marian’s tragic death, Ida Darwin became his 
confidante. She was one of the few people who knew of his secret engagement to Mildred 
Wetton and his plans to give up his work as University Librarian and move abroad so that 
they could marry.  
   
Francis Jenkinson’s letters to Ida Darwin are revealing in their frankness and conviction, and 
show the conflict he felt between his public duty as University Librarian and his private 
happiness. Their correspondence also offers insights into the wider debates concerning 
compulsory Greek and women’s degrees at the University of Cambridge in the 1890s.  
  
  
Jill Whitelock, Fly-leaves: books, insects and Francis Jenkinson’s ‘natural history 
method’  
  
Natural history was one of Francis Jenkinson’s passions – insects as well as books are 
woven throughout his life and career. In 1876, four days before his twenty-third birthday, he 
climbed the Wren Library in pursuit of a Camberwell Beauty. A month before he died, his 
Under Librarian Charles Sayle wrote to him in hospital, describing how a member of staff 
had brought a dead dragonfly into the Library: ‘I sent him off with Lucas’s book on 
Odonata(?)’. Jenkinson’s first University post was Curator of Insects at the Museum of 
Zoology (1878–79), twelve years before he became Librarian, and his collection of insects 
went to the Museum after his death. At home, he had a Fly Room, and he brought the same 
eye for detail and meticulous, systematic arrangement to his beloved pinned collection of 
Diptera that he brought to the Library’s books. In librarianship, he was Henry Bradshaw’s 
pupil, who as Librarian from 1867–86 had instigated the so-called ‘natural history method’ for 
the arrangement of the Library’s collection of incunabula, ordering books by country, town 
and printer to produce a ‘typographical museum’ that in some way resembled the taxonomic 
ordering of very different ‘type specimens’ in the natural history museums of the day. 
Bradshaw himself learned from his friend and entomologist George Robert Crotch (1842– 
1874), who briefly worked at the Library and whose outstanding collection of ladybirds is also 
at the Museum of Zoology. In this paper, I explore Jenkinson as entomologist and librarian, 
in the context of the connected collections and collectors of nineteenth and early 
twentiethcentury Cambridge.  
  
  
James Freeman, The disbinding of Codex Bezae: a tale of unintended consequences  
  
What principles guide the care and curation of historic collections — and how have these 
developed since Francis Jenkinson’s time?    



  
 
   

Codex Bezae — a late 4th / early 5th century fragmentary copy of the New Testament and 
Acts of the Apostles — is one of the great treasures of Cambridge University Library, and is 
named after Theodore Beza (1519-1605), the Swiss Calvinist theologian who donated this  
‘antique novelty’ in 1581. Three centuries later, on 28 April 1897, the Library Syndics 
authorised Francis Jenkinson to have Codex Bezae disbound (apparently for the second 
time that century), in order that it could be photographed. ‘A facsimile was printed in 1899,’ 
wrote David Parker, concluding, ‘Such is the history of this manuscript.’    
   
A box of papers kept with the manuscript suggests otherwise. Lying unaccessioned in the  
Library for more than a century and containing more than is suggested by its label — ‘Codex 
Bezae: Binder’s notes’ — its contents reveal a further chapter in the story of this important 
manuscript. They shed light on the decisions (or lack of them) that left Codex Bezae 
disbound for 68 years, documenting how the manuscript’s leaves were stored, handled and 
displayed (often for long periods). Together with other unpublished records, these papers 
illustrate Jenkinson’s often commendable but sometimes over-cautious approach to the care 
of the Library’s western medieval manuscripts. They also confirm the value inherent in 
documenting and preserving records of curatorial decision-making: both for the future 
curation and conservation of manuscripts, and to aid researchers’ proper understanding of 
the form in which they encounter them.  
  
  
Caylin Smith, The care of digital books is a difficult business: contemporary collecting 
and the moving target of digital formats  
  
On the acquisition of books under the UK’s Copyright Act (later, the Legal Deposit Libraries 
Act 2003), Francis Jenkinson reflected: ‘When we have succeeded in acquiring our supply of 
copyright books, our work is not done. They form a nucleus to which, it seems to me, we are 
bound to spend every penny we can in adding other books, both old and new.’   
  
The acquisition of books created in digital formats long outdates Jenkinson’s tenure as 
Cambridge University Librarian; he could not have foreseen both the possibilities and impact 
digital has had — and continues to have — on publishing and the creation of books. 
Nevertheless, his words still resonate with the present and challenges around contemporary 
collection development and management of books created in digital formats.  
  
One example that throws established characteristics of a book into question are digital 
publications that are created using mobile and web technologies that offer creators 
innovative ways to explore narrative and non-narrative genres. A selection of UK-published 
web-based works have already been collected under the UK’s Non-print Legal Deposit 
Regulations using web archiving tools and can be accessed with the UK Web Archive.   
  
This presentation expounds on the topic of how the care of books is not time-specific but 
instead is a challenge that spans the continual evolution of book publishing, as collecting 
institutions must care for the books they acquire, both old and new, now and over time.    
  
  
Arnold Hunt, The attraction of opposites: Francis Jenkinson and Edward Gordon 
Duff  
  



  
 
The friendship between Jenkinson and Duff was lifelong, 

beginning in 1887 when the two men first met, and only brought to an end by Jenkinson’s 
death in 1923. Their letters, now in Cambridge University Library, were described by H.F. 
Stewart in his biography of Jenkinson as ‘a correspondence of incomparable value 
scientifically, and proving to those who need proof, how rich in human interest the dry study 
of bibliography can be’. This paper will survey  the correspondence and discuss what it 
reveals about the contrasting personalities of these two very dissimilar men.  

  
Bill Stoneman, Francis Jenkinson and George Dunn of Woolley Hall, near 
Maidenhead  
  
On the 29th of July 1923, the day before his official retirement as Cambridge University 
Librarian, Francis Jenkinson handed over the manuscript of his last published work, A List of 
the Incunabula collected by George Dunn arranged to illustrate the History of Printing.  It 
was published posthumously as Supplement No. 3 to The Bibliographical Society’s  
Transactions later the same year.  It includes a brief Introduction by Alfred W. Pollard and an 
anonymous obituary for Dunn written by Sydney Cockerell and reprinted from The Times of 
11 March 1912 and an obituary for Jenkinson by H.F. Stewart and reprinted from the 
Cambridge Review from 26 October 1923.   
  
One hundred years after its publication this work might seem to be a slightly odd and 
perhaps irrelevant memorial to the author and the collector. Was there really much interest 
or scholarly potential in the re-arrangement of a portion of a collection which had first 
appeared at auction a decade earlier? This paper explores the background to Jenkinson’s 
last publication, including the history of such publications, their function in later scholarly 
works and the role of such private collectors in modern public research libraries.   
  
  
Nick Posegay, Francis Jenkinson and the Cairo Genizah collection  
  
In early 1897, Solomon Schechter, the Cambridge Reader in Rabbinics, shipped several 
crates of medieval Egyptian manuscripts from Cairo to Cambridge. These manuscripts 
would become known as the ‘Cairo Genizah’, and they would soon go on to redefine the 
entire history of the Middle East after 1000 CE, but for the moment they were still a secret.  
The academically territorial Schechter knew this, so he entreated Francis Jenkinson at CUL, 
‘The MSS will probably belong soon to your library…but the boxes must not be opened 
before I have returned.’ Jenkinson agreed, and over the next five years he became the 
primary liaison between Schechter and CUL as they organised the new ‘Taylor-Schechter 
Collection’ of Hebrew and Arabic manuscripts. From their correspondence and diaries, we 
know that, despite a lack of linguistic expertise, Jenkinson advocated for and assisted in 
Genizah research while moderating some of Schechter’s more erratic, non-bibliophilic 
tendencies.   
  
In 1902, Schechter left Cambridge and care of the Taylor-Schechter Collection fell to Ernest 
Worman, a part-time librarian who was a friend of Jenkinson and an assistant to Schechter. 
Worman spent 1906-1908 cataloguing the collection, but he died suddenly in 1909, leaving 
no-one besides Jenkinson who was still connected to Schechter’s work at CUL. The Syndics 
never appointed a replacement for Worman, and after Jenkinson’s own death in 1923, most 
CUL librarians seemed to accept that all the valuable Genizah manuscripts had already   
  
 



  
 
 

 
been identified. They closed the Genizah research room and exiled the unconserved 
collection to permanent storage on the seventh floor. A century later, Genizah research has 
been revived and Jenkinson’s legacy is as relevant as ever.  
  

  
  
Marie Turner, Scraps of library history: Francis Jenkinson and the collection(s) of 
fragments of western medieval manuscripts  
  
During the recent (2022-2023) Fragmentarium project at the CUL, we began the process of 
cataloguing, conserving, and digitising our Western fragment collections, but we also came 
face-to-face with decisions made by some of the biggest personalities from Cambridge’s 
curatorial history, including Francis Jenkinson. This paper considers Jenkinson’s known 
interest in medieval manuscript fragments and what we today might call “fragmentology” as a 
jumping-off point to explore not only the UL’s medieval fragment collections themselves, but 
also how institutional and library history can inform and influence modern cataloguing practice.  
  
The UL holds more than 80 discrete collections of Western medieval manuscript fragments 
within the Additionals sequence, comprising at least 2250 individual items representing the 
full spectrum of medieval knowledge from romance and historiography to liturgical and legal 
texts. Jenkinson and several other UL figures are responsible for the rescue, donation, and/or 
initial description of a large number of these fragments, and the ephemera that survives from 
these processes offers a window into curatorial practices in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and shifting ideas about when an object stops being binding “waste” and becomes 
a significant holding in its own right.  
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