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PREFACE TO VOLUME 2 
 

 The appendices that comprise the second volume of this Personal History of 
the Royal Greenwich Observatory at Herstmonceux Castle are varied in character. They 
are intended to provide additional background information and further details of 
activities and persons that would be inappropriate in the Narrative in the first volume. 
Some of the sections are based on previously unpublished articles or quotations from 
published papers, but most contain information that has been collected from a wide 
variety of sources that are not readily available. In contrast to the style of the Narrative, 
attempts have been made to give references to these sources, but unfortunately this has 
not been done consistently. It is hoped, however, that the following paragraphs will 
serve to indicate principal sources that have been used and the abbreviations that 
identify them. 

Sources of information 

 The principal sources of information about the activities of the RGO that have 
been used during the drafting of this account are, firstly, duplicated information 
bulletins that were circulated to staff to keep them informed about past and future 
events and, secondly, the printed annual reports that were distributed externally to show 
how the Observatory had used the funds that had been allocated to it.  

 The information bulletins were started in February 1952 and subsequently 
appeared with changes of title, frequency, compiler, spread of topics, depth of content 
and style. I have a fairly complete set as, although I did not at first receive a personal 
copy of the RGO Information Bulletin, I subsequently inherited Dr Porter’s copies for 
the period from 1951-1961 and thereafter I was able to save my personal copies. I have 
looked through these ‘bulletins’ quickly and prepared a ‘diary’ of events that appeared 
to be relevant to this highly selective account. I realize that many important events 
relating to research and telescopes etc are not included. 

 The early annual reports went under the title Report of the Astronomer Royal to 
the Board of Visitors. (The annual meetings of the Board of Visitors were normally held 
on a Saturday in June.) Copies were distributed to senior members of the staff and to 
Scientific Officers such as myself. I was later able to extend my set back to 1945. These 
reports ceased in 1964 and thereafter the only full reports of this kind were those 
published for 1974 to 1979/80, then for 1981 to 1985 and for 1985 to 1987. 

 I have also made some use of the RGO house journal, Gemini, but I have not yet 
looked systematically through my copies. Some of the material has been obtained 
during my visits to the RGO archives in the Cambridge University Library. In addition I 
have referred to my large number of other documents, such as McCrea’s tercentenary 
booklet, about both activities and persons when trying to find or confirm details, but this 
is time consuming and often frustrating!  

 I gave many references to my sources in my 2004 draft, or on the print-out, but 
these have now been largely omitted from the narrative. 
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References in the main text or in the appendices 

 A reference of the form [RAR yy, nn] usually indicates page nn of the annual 
Report of the Astronomer Royal for the report-year ending in 19yy. They applied to the 
year up to the end of March. I believe that they were printed in the published volumes 
of Greenwich Observations. 

From 1965 to 1973 full annual reports were not published, but short reports, 
mainly about research activities, were published in the Quarterly Journal of the Royal 
Astronomical Society from 1962 to 1982.  References of the form [QJR yy, nn] refer to 
these shorter reports for the years ending in 19yy. 

 A reference of the form AR yy indicates for 1974 to 1980 the Annual Reports 
that were published first of all for the calendar year 19yy and then for the year ending in 
September 19yy. 

 A reference AR 85 indicates the composite report for October1980 to September 
1985 and AR 87 indicates that for October 1985 to September 1987. As far as I am 
aware, there are no published reports for the years 1987 onwards, although extensive 
reports were prepared for the Research Councils from 1965 onwards.  

 A reference of the form RGO X indicates class X of the RGO Archives in the 
Cambridge University Library. Each class is divided into numbered ‘pieces’. Each of 
the sheets in some of the pieces (especially the early ones) have been given individual 
‘folio’ numbers. A complete reference takes the form RGO X (pn, fn), but there may not 
be any of these. 

 References to RGO Information Bulletins or RGO Information Circulars (which 
replaced RGO Information Bulletins for a while) may use the abbreviations IB and IC, 
but the codes IB and IC may have been omitted and only the number [xxx] or date 
[yy/mm] is given in square brackets. This also applies to the Reporter that replaced the 
IBs in 1988 and for which the codes take the form [yy/xxx]. The abbreviation OC 
indicates an Official Circular.  

References in the text to books and papers are given in only sufficient detail to 
identify them, but full publication details should be found in appendix G.  

Other abbreviations that may be used in references in the narrative or appendices 

AGN = AT Division General Notice          TN = RGO Training Notice 

NAR = NAO annual report – not published  

CC = NAO Computer Circular CN = NAO then RGO Computer Notice  

Gem = Gemini (from 1982-1993): followed by number and the page number(s). 

Spe = spectrum (from 1994 to 1998): followed by number and the page 
number(s), but my copies of spectrum (except the last) have been ‘lost’ at the 
University of Exeter. 

SPH, nn refers to chapter nn of A personal history of the NAO by D. H. Sadler 
 

 George A. Wilkins 

 2009 May 15 



 THE ROYAL GREENWICH OBSERVATORY AT HERSTMONCEUX CASTLE  
 

5

CONTENTS OF VOLUME 2 

 
APPENDICES TO HISTORY OF RGO, 1948-1990 

 
APPENDIX A.   UNPUBLISHED REVIEW ARTICLES AND NOTES 9 
A.1 A review of the history of the RGO, 1948–1990 9 
A.1.1  Introductory remarks 9 
A.1.2  Early history 9 
A.1.3  End of Spencer Jones era – 1949-1955 10 
A.1.4  Woolley period – 1956-1971 12 
A.1.5  Period of change – 1972-1981 15 
A.1.6  Period of decline – 1981-1990 17 
A.1.7  Concluding remarks 19 
A.2 Review of almanacs and time activities 19 
A.3 Recollections of the Royal Greenwich Observatory, 1951-1990 22 
A.3.1  1951–1965 22 
A.3.2  1965–1981 26 
A.3.3   1981–1990 29 
 
APPENDIX B.   VARIOUS NOTES AND MEMORANDA 31 
B.1 Notes about Sir Harold Spencer Jones 31 
B.2 Notes about Sir Richard Woolley 32 
B.2.1  Woolley on British participation in space research 32 
B.2.2  Woolley and Australia 33 
B.2.3  A letter to Professor McCrea 34 
B.3 Notes about Dr Thomas Gold 36 
B.3.1  A note on Gold from EOS 36 
B.3.2  A note on Gold to Janet Dudley 36 
B. 4 Closure of the Chronometer Workshop 37 
B.5 Notes on Herstmonceux village and the surrounding area 38 
B.6 The transformation of Herstmonceux Castle in the 1990s 38 
 
APPENDIX C   STAFF STRUCTURE AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 41 
C.1 The staff of RGO before the move 41 
C.1.1  The staff in 1946 41 
C.1.2  The new structure of the Scientific Civil Service 42 
C.2 General staff conditions 44 
C.3 The Whitley Councils and trade union activities 45 
C.3.1  Whitley Councils to 1965 45 
C.3.2  Trade Union activities from 1965 46 



 APPENDICES TO PERSONAL HISTORY BY GEORGE A. WILKINS 
 
6 

C.4 Women in the RGO at Herstmonceux Castle 46 
C.4.1  Appointments 46 
C.4.2  Observing 48 
C.4.3  Sports and social activities 48 
C.4.4  Marriages 49 
C.4.5  Notes on some individuals 49 
C.5 Staff conditions in more detail 54 
C.5.1  Hours and leave 54 
C.5.2  Home-to-duty transport 54 
C.5.3  Travel and subsistence on duty 54 
C.5.4  Attendance at RAS meetings 55 
C.5.5  Foreign service allowance 55 
C.6 Staff training . 55 
C.7 Long-service staff 56 
C.8 Honours  58 
C.8.1  Civil honours 58 
C.8.2  Scientific and technical awards 59 
C.9 Duty overseas  60 
C.10 Vacation students 60 
C.11 Sandwich students and short-term appointments 62 
C.11.1  In NAO 62 
C.11.2  In other departments 63 
C.12 List of marriages between RGO staff 63 
C.13 Deaths of RGO staff 65 
C.13.1  Deaths of RGO staff while in service after 1948 65 
C.13.2  Deaths of staff who retired or transferred, 1948 to 1998 65 
C.13.3  Deaths of former RGO staff after closure (from November 1998) 66 
C.14 Notes on individuals 67 
 
APPENDIX D.   THE RGO CLUB AT HERSTMONCEUX CASTLE 68 
D.1 General overview, 1948–1956 68 
D.1.1  Organisation and facilities 68 
D.1.2  Early activities 69 
D.2 Changes in 1957–1960 71 
D.3 General overview 1957–1990 72 
D.3.1  1957–1971 72 
D.3.2  1972–1981 73 
D.3.3  1981–1990 74 
D.3.4  1990–1998 75 
D.3.5  1999–2009 75 



 THE ROYAL GREENWICH OBSERVATORY AT HERSTMONCEUX CASTLE  
 

7

D.4 Principal officers of the RGO Club 75 
D.5 Lists of sources of information about Club activities 76 
D.5.1  The Castle Review 77 
D.5.2  RGO Club Information Bulletin 80 
D.5.3  Annual reports and minutes 81 
D.5.4  Other sources 81 
D.6 Reviews of individual Club activities     [INCOMPLETE] 82 
D.6.1  Indoor sports 82 
D.6.2  Social activities 82 
D.6.3  Outdoor sports 86 
D.6.4  Other outdoor activities 87 
 
APPENDIX E.   BUILDINGS,  TELESCOPES AND EQUIPMENT 88 
E.1 Herstmonceux Castle and nearby buildings 88 
E.1.1  The Castle 88 
E.1.2  Buildings near the Castle 89 
E.2 Buildings in the West Building area 90 
E.2.1  The main part of the West Building 90 
E.2.2  The northward extensions of the West Building 91 
E.3 Telescopes and their associated buildings 91 
E.3.1  The Solar/SLR Dome 91 
E.3.2  The Meridian/Spencer Jones Group 92 
E.3.3  The Equatorial Group 93 
E.3.4  The Isaac Newton Telescope 94 
E.3.5  The Carlsberg Automatic Meridian Circle 94 
E.4 Scientific equipment (except telescopes) 94 
E.4.1  Computing and related equipment 94 
E.4.2  Measuring machines 96 
E.4.3  Instruments for telescopes 96 
E.4.4  Workshop facilities 97 
E.5 The gardens and grounds 97 
 

APPENDIX F.   PUBLICATIONS BY THE RGO 98 
F.1 Series of publications by the RGO (except NAO) 98 
F.2 Other publications by the RGO (except NAO) 98 
F.3 Publications by H.M. Nautical Almanac Office 99 
F.4 Internal ‘publications’ at Herstmonceux 101 
F.5 Notes on RGO Annual Reports 1974-1987 101 
F.6 Contents list of the last issue of spectrum in 1998 103 
 
 



 APPENDICES TO PERSONAL HISTORY BY GEORGE A. WILKINS 
 
8 

APPENDIX G.   REFERENCES ABOUT THE RGO 106 
G.1 General history of the Observatory 106 
G.1.1  Books  106 
G.1.2  Papers  106 
G.1.3  Minor items and unpublished notes 107 
G.2 The Astronomers Royal and Superintendents of NAO 107 
G.2.1  Books  107 
G.2.2  Papers  107 
G.2.3  Articles in biographical dictionaries 108 
G.3 Longitude and time 109 
G.3.1  Books  109 
G.3.2  Papers  109 
G.3.3  Articles in magazines 110 
G.3.4  Minor items and unpublished notes 110 
G.4 The RGO after 1948 110 
G.4.1  Books  110 
G.4.2  Papers  111 
G.4.3  Leaflets and other ephemeral items 111 
G.4.4  Articles in books, journals and magazines 112 
G.4.5  Unpublished articles 112 
G.5 Isaac Newton Telescope and the Isaac Newton Group on La Palma 113 
G.5.1  Books  113 
G.5.3  Papers  113 
G.5.3  Unpublished notes 113 
G.6 Royal Observatory at the Cape & other overseas observatories 113 
G.7 Obituaries and biographical articles about RGO staff 114 
G.7.1  Obituaries 114 
G.7.2  Biographical articles 114 
G.7.3  Autobiographical articles 115 
G.8 Miscellaneous aspects of RGO history 115 
G.8.1  References re Neptune 115 
G.8.2.  References to the Magnetic Department 115 
G.9 The Civil Service and conditions of service 115 
G.10 Move of RGO to Cambridge and its closure 116 
G.11 The Herstmonceux Science Centre 116 
G.12 Items about RGO in house magazines of research councils 116 
G.12.1  Quest  116 
G.12.2  SRC/SERC Bulletin 119 
G.12.3  Frontiers 119 
G.12.4  Open Space 119


	VOLUME 2
	Copyright

	PREFACE
	CONTENTS



