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Not long after I entered the third grade, I returned from school to find a new object 

sitting in the corner of my room: my brother’s 1970s-era globe. He had departed for college a 
few days earlier and had left it as a parting gift. As I poured over the globe, my eyes were 
drawn to a country that seemed to encircle the earth: “The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.” I was astonished that the country stretched from Eastern Europe to the Pacific 
Ocean, from islands far north of the Arctic Circle to mountains approaching the Himalayas. I 
would pick the most remote looking place within those boundaries and wonder, “what secrets 
do these lands contain?”  

From then on, my imagination wandered past the borders of the former USSR and 
across broad ranges of times, but I never stopped staring in wonder at remote spots on the 
map of Asia. I was fascinated by both the cities with exotic names and the spaces with no 
names at all, the rivers traced by explorers hundreds of years ago, and the peaks which had 
been conquered in the past century. My book collection is an attempt to understand the 
mystery of those lands. Encompassing works from the first half of the 19th century until the 
year 2010, and dealing with people from St. Petersburg to Tokyo and events from Nepal to 
Mongolia, it is unified by an interest in the mystique of lands, people, and stories from across 
Asia. I am interested in the explorers who traversed the lands, in the meeting of peoples from 
disparate locations and cultures, and in how the effects of these interactions resonated across 
the world.  

My collection grows as I continue to discover gripping stories of brave mountaineers 
and dogged explorers, but I also am eager to expand its breadth. Most works in my collection 
were penned by European and American men, so I would like to include more Asian, as well 
as female, authors. Ekai Kawaguchi was a Japanese Zen monk and the first Japanese person 
to enter Nepal and Tibet, which were strictly closed to foreigners at the time. Fanny Bullock 
Workman gained renown in the early 20th century for climbing and surveying in the 
Karakorum and Himalayas. Acquiring these explorers’ works would add important 
perspectives to my collection and more fully tell the story of these fascinating lands.   

 From the forbidding Siberian tundra to the ancient cultures of Central Asia and 
Japan, the vast expanses of Asia have served as the backdrop to some of most important 
stories in human history. I started collecting because I was curious about what had happened 
in these remote lands. But I became a collector when I found that my books did much more. 
They inspire me with stories of boundless ambition and courage, with knowledge of worlds 
far removed in time, place, and culture from my own, and with reassurance that life is full of 
possibilities for those who search for them. 
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European travelers to Siberia), and yet the grand scale of the land still seems to hold great 
promise.  

 
Fukuzawa, Yukichi. The Autobiography of Yukichi Fukuzawa. Trans. Eiichi Kiyooka. New 
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discussion of socio-economics. There is much detail about agriculture, cattle breeding, 
hunting, mines, and manufacturing. Grenard also created and included an ethnographical and 
political map of Central Asia. This book is a first edition. 
 
Halstead, Murat. The War Between Russia and Japan. No publisher information found, 1904. 
Print.  

This is undoubtedly one of my favorite books in my collection. It draws together so 
many of the themes I am interested in: conflict between two very different peoples and 
cultures, a Siberian setting, changes in Japan after contact with the West, and the huge 
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Keay, John. The Gilgit Game: The Explorers of the Western Himalayas 1865-95. Newton 
Abbot: Readers Union Group of Book Clubs, 1979. Print.  
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Keay, John. When Men and Mountains Meet: The Explorers of the Western Himalayas 1820-
75. London: John Murray (Publishers) Ltd.., 1977. Print.  

This book covers the explorers of the Western Himalayas from 1820 to 1875. This 
region was fascinating to Westerners since many of the fabled cities of the Western 
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crossed the mountains naked.  
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fears about a Buryat monk by the name of Dorzhiev (spelled Dorjieff in this account) whom 
they considered to be a Russian agent. Their suspicions were used as justifications for the 
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leader. Due to Landor’s statements to the Daily Mail about outrageous abuses by the 
Tibetans, the British authorities governing India and portions of Tibet intervened. These 
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This book is similar to A Russian Journey: From Suzdal to Samarkand, in that both 
are illustrated works about travel in the Soviet Union. This volume is full of excellent 
photographs. The nature of the commentary is different in these two volumes however. The 
first is more of the informal travelogue style, while this National Geographic book is in the 
style of the magazine’s articles, which are more objective and less inclined to directly address 
certain sensitive political issues. Regardless, this is an enjoyable book to pursue and delivers 
reliably professional quality photography and prose. The book also presents well-researched 
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 In his later years as a professor at Northwestern University, William Montgomery 
McGovern had the reputation of being a “real-life Indiana Jones.” As a young man he had 
studied as a monk in Japanese Zen monastery before sneaking into to Lhasa disguised as a 
Tibetan servant. This latter story is the subject of this work, in which he recounts in gripping 
detail how, after being officially refused entry to Tibet, he crossed the Himalayas in winter 
and reached Lhasa. He left the city after donning his disguise once again to escape a riotous 
crowd of monks enraged by the presence of a Westerner. Montgomery’s later life is full of 
similarly incredible exploits. He is undoubtedly one of the most remarkable authors in my 
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Fridjtof Nansen is a legendary explorer, and later a scientist, humanitarian and 
diplomat (receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in 1922). This book is important to my collection 
not only because it is written by such a distinguished figure, but also because it deals with an 
ambitious attempt to open up a trade route via the Arctic Ocean and the Yenisei River to the 
interior of Siberia. Such an undertaking is similar to the current attempts to open the 
“Northeast Passage,” a shipping route through the Arctic Ocean that would connect the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.  
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Ernest Neve, M.D. was a medical missionary and the book is about his brother, Dr. 
Arthur Neve, also a medical missionary. Arthur was head of the Kashmir Medical Mission. 
The Neve brothers believed that “For the continued presentation of Christianity to Hindus 
and Moslems there is no more potent agency than the work of Medical Missions.” This 
volume helped me understand the motivations of some of the British colonialists who were 
inclined to humanitarianism. This volume is a first edition. 
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Henry Norman traveled throughout Siberia, Central Asia, and the Caucasus around 
the turn of the century. He strives to give the reader a complete picture of Russia at the time. I 
find his perspective on Russia in the international context to be most interesting. His 
reactions to the exotic nature of his surroundings are oftentimes comic to read, and I 
sometimes detected disdain for certain native customs. This book is a first edition. 
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The Russian Shoes of the Black Sea and A Journey to Katmandu is one of the first 
books I acquired, at the age of 12 or 13. It is a combined volume of two of Oliphant’s books. 
I was already interested in travel stories to these parts of the world (Russia and the 
Himalayas) at this age.  
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This book is a narrative of the journeys in China made by General George Pereira, as 
compiled by the famous explorer Francis Younghusband. Pereira kept a detailed diary of his 
multiple trips to China and Tibet, where he eventually died. Periera also surveyed the region 
enabling maps to be created, which are kept at the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
Periera accomplished incredible expeditions in remote parts of China and Tibet, even though 
he had various physical ailments. This volume is a first edition. 
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2011. Print.  

Marco Polo’s tales are legendary, and I felt that my collection would be lacking if I 
did not have a copy of his memoirs. Like other books in my collection, his stories invoke the 
drama and the romance of the exotic lands that he traveled in and the extraordinary nature of 
his travels excite the reader’s imagination. Furthermore, the accounts are even more valuable 
for my purposes because it is possible to compare the observations of Polo in the 13th 
century to those of travelers to the same areas in the 19th, 20th, or 21st centuries.  
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overview of the man who was responsible for changing the face of much of Asia, and indeed 
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Lenin’s successors continued this policy to varying degrees, with the major exception of 
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most exciting thing about exploring and mapping is to be able to fill in the blanks on maps. 
He often traveled with Bill Tilman and the duo became well-known for their unique “fast and 
light” style of exploration. In this book, he travels to an unexplored region in the Karakoram 
Mountains near K2, the second highest mountain in the world. They mapped giant glaciers, 
climbed many un-named peaks, and crossed unknown passes. This book describes what some 
have called the greatest mountaineering feat up until that time. This volume is a first edition. 
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purposes, an essential element in understanding the story of the Siberian landscape. The book 
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prisons, most notably ones located in Siberia, where political and other prisoners were held. I 
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climbing in the Altai Mountains, a remote range straddling Russia, Mongolia, China, and 
Kazakhstan. Turner survived a small avalanche while attempting to climb Belukha, the 
highest peak in the Altai. In his concluding remarks, he cautions against Japan’s growing 
economic clout and proposes that Britain invest in Siberia’s vast quantities of raw materials 
as a way of staving off Japanese ascendance in the Far East.  
 
Waddell, L. Austine. Lhasa and its Mysteries. New York: E.P. Dutton & Co., 1906. Print. 

Waddell learned the Tibetan language and studied Tibetan Buddhism. His 
contribution was a detailed description of the Grand Lama hierarchy and the hermits of Tibet. 
He tried to reach Lhasa in disguise, as non-Tibetans were forbidden from entering this city. 
He was eventually given permission to enter Lhasa. He had studied the city in incredible 
detail, so he remarks that he felt as if he had already seen it. This volume is a first edition. 
 
Weston, Mark. Giants of Japan. New York: Kodansha International, 2002. Print.  

In a similar vein to Personality in Japanese History, this book presents the lives of a 
few notable people in Japanese history. However, this work focuses less on their personality 
and more on their accomplishments and life stories. These men and women are from 
political, industrial, intellectual, military, sports, and artistic backgrounds. One reason that 
this book is important to my collection is that many of the featured people were 
fundamentally shaped by contact with non-Japanese cultures. Furthermore, many of them 
went on to shape not only Japan, but the world, because of these experiences.  
 
White, W.L. Report on the Russians. New York: The World Publishing Company, 1946. 
Print.  

This book is unique among the many accounts of travel to Russia that are in my 
collection. The trip was made by an American journalist in 1944, when America and the 
Soviet Union were war-time allies, but it was published in 1946, when tensions between the 
two nations were beginning to take shape. White also observed combat on the front with 
Germany. While he did not visit Siberia or Central Asia, his descriptions of the Russian 
people serve as valuable comparisons to the accounts of travelers to peace-time Russia.  

 
Younghusband, Sir Francis. Kashmir. Illus. Major E. Molyneux. London: A. and C. Black, 
Ltd., 1917. Print.  

This book contains both remarkable descriptions of Kashmir in the early 20th century 
and beautifully painted scenes of the same. Younghusband and Molyneux together impress 
upon the reader the great natural beauty of Kashmir. Their admiration helps the reader to 
understand why Kashmir was such a favorite resting place for the British in India. I am also 
glad to have the book in my collection because Younghusband is a very notable Asian 
explorer who participated in “The Great Game.” Due to fears over expanding Russian 
influence in the Himalayas, Younghusband was sent into Tibet and was involved in a tragic 
massacre of Tibetans. I received this third edition as a gift from my father after returning 
from Nepal.   

 


